A Calling and A Name:

Abraham and Sarah
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A Calling and A Name

Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and
your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the

earth shall be blessed.”




To Canaan: Walking in Faﬁﬁh
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God's Covenant

Gen. 15:9-11

9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and
a young pigeon.” '° And he brought him all these, cut them in
half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not
cut the birds in half. ®* And when birds of prey came down on

the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

Gen. 15:17-18

17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a
smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these
pieces. ¥ On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates...




Walking in Fear: Pharaoh

Genesis 12:10-16

10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down
to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the
land. 1 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai
his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in
appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say,
“This is his wife.” Then they will kill me, but they will let you
live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me
because of you, and that my life may be spared for your
sake.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that
the woman was very beautiful. 15 And when the princes of
Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the
woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16 And for her sake
he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male
donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys,




Walking in Fear: Pharaoh

17 But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great
plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18 So Pharaoh called
Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why
did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you
say, ‘She is my sister,” so that I took her for my wife? Now
then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh
gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away

with his wife and all that he had.




Walking in Fear: Abimelech

Genesis 20:1-5

From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the
Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he
sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abrabam said of Sarah his wife,
“She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by
night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because
of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife.”
4 Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord,
will you kill an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to
me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my
brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of
my hands I have done this.”




Covenant and Culture

Genesis 15:1-2

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall
be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for [ continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?”

Genesis 16:1-2

Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She
had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And
Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented
me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be
that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to
the voice of Sarai.




Moses Teaches: Names

Form Follows Content
How he narrates adds depth to what he narrates

Moses’ language reflects Theological reality
Effectual calling, new name, justification by faith

Moses’ language reflects experiential reality
How they think and feel, walking in faith or in fear

Moses’ language reflects relational reality
How people are relating to each other

Moses’ language reflects Covenantal reality
How God relates to people

Watch the Names! Moses Uses Names Very Deliberately




Sarai and Hagar

Genesis 16:1-7

Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female
Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram,
“Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to
my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram
listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the
land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in

to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived,
she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram,
“May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your
embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me
with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram
said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you
please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.

7 The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness,
the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai...




A New Name: Abraham

Genesis 17:1-8

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2
that [ may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply
you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4
“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but

your name shall be Abraham, for [ have made you the father of a
multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will
make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will
establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”




A New Name: Sarah

Genesis 17:15-19

15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16
[ will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I
will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples
shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and

laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man
who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that
Ishmael might live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah
your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name
Isaac.




Sarah Gives Birth

Genesis 21:1-7
The Lord visited Sarah os he had <2id and the Lord did to

Sarah as he had promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore
Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who
was born to him wwvhom Sarah bore kim, Jsaac. 4 And
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days

year¢ old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah
said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears
will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet [ have borne
him a son in his old age.”




Ishmael

Genesis 21:8-14
8 And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham

fe at Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah sa ’
<a agar the Egyptian)vhom she had borne saham-taughing.

10 SO W“ iast out €his slave woman with her

sof,for the son of this slave an shall not be heir with my “

saac.” 11 And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on
@l nt of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Be not disp
ise of the boy<and because of you? slave woman. Whatever

arah says to you, do as she tells yo ac shall your
offspring be named. 13 And IS«jll make a nation of the s f the
slave also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham
rose early in the morning and took bread-and a skin of water and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shg with the child,
and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the
wilderness of Beersheba.




Ishmael

Genesis 21:15-21
15 When the water in the skin was gone, she -@F’ under
one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down o n@ im a

good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Let
me not look on the(g be child.” And as she sa ' :
him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard
of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and
said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, forGad has
voice of the boy wherep! Lift oy, and
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great
nation.” 19 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.
And she went and filled the skin and gave the boy a
dri Gs with Hay,.and he grew up. He lived in
the wilderness and became an ex vith the bow. 21 He lived in
the wilderness of Paran, and his mo u@ ook a wife for him from
the land of Egypt.




