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LESSON 5:  LIVING AS GOD¶S PEOPLE WITH COMMON COMMITMENTS

B,* ,D(A: LiYiQg aV GRd¶V PeRSle MeaQV HaYiQg CRPPRQ 

BeliefV.

I. COMMITTED TO _____________________________ (SOLA SCRIPTURA)- NON-NEGOTIABLE
RRPaQ CaWhRlic ChXUch

AXWhRUiW\ RefRUPaWiRQ

AQabaSWiVWV

2 All WheVe WhiQgV P\ haQd haV Pade, aQd VR all WheVe WhiQgV caPe WR be, declaUeV Whe LORD. BXW WhiV iV Whe RQe WR 
ZhRP I Zill lRRk: he ZhR iV hXPble aQd cRQWUiWe iQ VSiUiW aQd WUePbleV aW P\ ZRUd. ... 4 I alVR Zill chRRVe haUVh 
WUeaWPeQW fRU WheP aQd bUiQg WheiU feaUV XSRQ WheP, becaXVe ZheQ I called, QR RQe aQVZeUed, ZheQ I VSRke, Whe\ did 
QRW liVWeQ; bXW Whe\ did ZhaW ZaV eYil iQ P\ e\eV aQd chRVe WhaW iQ Zhich I did QRW delighW.´ ISAIAH 66

x  GRd¶V WRUd haV aXWhRUiW\ becaXVe iW iV ___________________________ WRUd.  

x He haV ______________________, aQd He VSeakV ZiWh ______________________________.

x TR WUePble iV WR ______________________ GRd¶V aXWhRUiW\.  He bleVVeV WhRVe ZhR ___________________ WR 

HiV aXWhRUiW\.

x He _________________________ WhRVe ZhR UejecW HiV aXWhRUiW\ aQd dR ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW WR dR.

³The WRUd Rf GRd iV QRW a WUifle; iW iV a PaWWeU Rf life aQd deaWh.  If \RX WUeaW Whe ScUiSWXUe aV a WUifle, \RX 
fRUfeiW life.´
JOHN PIPER

The Place of Creeds- The RbYiRXV TXeVWiRQ iV: Zh\ dR Ze haYe cUeedV aQd cRQfeVViRQV?  CUeedV aUe VXPPaUieV Rf 
Whe WeachiQg Rf ScUiSWXUe.  The\ gXide RXU WeachiQg aQd SUacWice.  BXW ScUiSWXUe iV Whe aXWhRUiW\.  WheQ a cUeed RU 
cRQfeVViRQ diVagUeeV ZiWh ScUiSWXUe, iW VhRXld be chaQged WR agUee ZiWh ScUiSWXUe.  ScUiSWXUe jXdgeV RXU RSiQiRQV- RXU 
RSiQiRQV aUe QRW WR jXdge ScUiSWXUe.

³If aQ\ PaQ Va\, WhaW hiV RQl\ UXle Rf faiWh iV Whe Bible, eYeU\ PaQ ZhR belieYeV Whe Bible WR be Whe WRUd Rf 
GRd Zill agUee iQ WhiV VeQWiPeQW; bXW VWill Whe TXeVWiRQ UeWXUQV, µWhaW dR \RX XQdeUVWaQd Whe Bible WR 
Weach?¶´
³ThXV a CRQfeVViRQ Rf FaiWh iV QRW Whe YeU\ YRice Rf diYiQe WUXWh, bXW Whe echR Rf WhaW YRice fURP VRXlV WhaW 
haYe heaUd iWV XWWeUaQce, felW iWV SRZeU, aQd aUe aQVZeUiQg iW¶V call.  « a ChXUch caQQRW adeTXaWel\ 
diVchaUge iWV dXW\ WR GRd, Whe ZRUld, aQd WR iWV RZQ PePbeUV, ZiWhRXW a CRQfeVViRQ Rf FaiWh.´  ROBERT 
SHAW

II. COMMITTED TO KEEPING ___________________________ AS THE CENTER- NON-NEGOTIABLE
16 FRU b\ hiP all WhiQgV ZeUe cUeaWed, iQ heaYeQ aQd RQ eaUWh, YiVible aQd iQYiVible, ZheWheU WhURQeV RU dRPiQiRQV RU 
UXleUV RU aXWhRUiWieV²all WhiQgV ZeUe cUeaWed WhURXgh hiP aQd fRU hiP. 17 AQd he iV befRUe all WhiQgV, aQd iQ hiP all 
WhiQgV hRld WRgeWheU. COLOSSIANS 1

x  All WhiQgV e[iVW __________________________ Rf JeVXV, aQd __________________________ JeVXV.

x  TUXe XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf ____________________ aQd ___________________ begiQV ZiWh XQdeUVWaQdiQg GRd.

31 SR, ZheWheU \RX eaW RU dUiQk, RU ZhaWeYeU \RX dR, dR all WR Whe glRU\ Rf GRd.  1 CORINTHIANS 10
x SiQce Ze e[iVW fRU GRd, RXU ______________________ VhRXld bUiQg HiP __________________________.

x WhaW PaWWeUV, iV QRW ZhaW SleaVeV ___________________, bXW ZhaW SleaVeV ________________________.
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³GRd¶V RZQ glRU\ iV XSSeUPRVW iQ hiV RZQ affecWiRQV.  IQ eYeU\WhiQg he dReV, hiV SXUSRVe iV WR SUeVeUYe 
aQd diVSla\ WhaW glRU\.´

JOHN PIPER
³GRd¶V RZQ glRU\ iV XSSeUPRVW iQ hiV RZQ affecWiRQV.  IQ eYeU\WhiQg he dReV, hiV SXUSRVe iV WR SUeVeUYe 

aQd diVSla\ WhaW glRU\.´
JOHN PIPER

In RevieZ
WKDW LV PDQ¶V FKLHI HQG?

MaQ¶V chief eQd iV WR glRUif\ GRd, aQd WR eQjR\ hiP fRUeYeU. (WSC, 1)

III. COMMITTED TO GOD¶S _____________________________ (SOLI DEO GLORIA)- NON-NEGOTIABLE
11 IQ hiP Ze haYe RbWaiQed aQ iQheUiWaQce, haYiQg beeQ SUedeVWiQed accRUdiQg WR Whe SXUSRVe Rf hiP ZhR ZRUkV all 
WhiQgV accRUdiQg WR Whe cRXQVel Rf hiV Zill, 12 VR WhaW Ze ZhR ZeUe Whe fiUVW WR hRSe iQ ChUiVW PighW be WR Whe SUaiVe Rf 
hiV glRU\. EPHESIANS 1

x  GRd iV VRYeUeigQ; He haV Whe __________________ aQd ___________________ WR UXle aQd cRQWURl all WhiQgV.

x GRd iV VRYeUeigQ, haV cRQWURl, RYeU ________________________________.

x  GRd e[eUWV hiV aXWhRUiW\ aQd SRZeU RYeU ________________ eYeQWV WR accRPSliVh HiV _________________.

x  GRd¶V XlWiPaWe gRal iQ WhiV iV WR bUiQg _________________________________ WR hiV QaPe.

OSeQ TheiVP Å ÆAUPiQiaQiVP Å ÆRefRUPed TheRlRg\Å ÆFaWaliVP

³GRd gRYeUQV Whe ZRUld ZiWh glRU\ SUeciVel\ WhaW he PighW be adPiUed, PaUYeled aW, e[alWed aQd SUaiVed.´  
JOHN PIPER

³FRU Whe WUXWh iV WhaW GRd iQ hiV ZiVdRP, WR Pake aQd keeS XV hXPble aQd WR Weach XV WR Zalk b\ faiWh, 
haV hiddeQ fURP XV alPRVW eYeU\WhiQg WhaW Ze VhRXld like WR kQRZ abRXW Whe SURYideQWial SXUSRVeV Zhich 

he iV ZRUkiQg RXW iQ Whe chXUcheV aQd iQ RXU RZQ liYeV.´  
J.I. PACKER

In RevieZ
WKDW DUH WKH GHFUHHV RI GRG?

The decUeeV Rf GRd aUe, hiV eWeUQal SXUSRVe, accRUdiQg WR Whe cRXQVel Rf hiV Zill, ZheUeb\, fRU hiV RZQ 
glRU\, he haV fRUeRUdaiQed ZhaWVReYeU cRPeV WR SaVV. (WSC, 7)

WKDW DUH GRG¶V DFWV RI SURYLGHQFH?
GRd¶V ZRUkV Rf SURYideQce aUe, hiV PRVW hRl\, ZiVe, aQd SRZeUfXl SUeVeUYiQg aQd gRYeUQiQg all hiV 

cUeaWXUeV aQd all WheiU acWiRQV. (WSC, 11)

IV. COMMITTED TO THE GOD OF GRACE (SOLA GRATIA)- NON-NEGOTIABLE
RRPaQ CaWhRlic ChXUch

HRZ aUe Ze VaYed?
RefRUPeUV

IQ lRYe 5 he SUedeVWiQed XV fRU adRSWiRQ aV VRQV WhURXgh JeVXV ChUiVW, accRUdiQg WR Whe SXUSRVe Rf hiV Zill, 6 WR Whe 
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SUaiVe Rf his glorious grace, ZiWh Zhich he haV bleVVed XV iQ Whe BelRYed. 7 IQ hiP Ze haYe UedePSWiRQ WhURXgh hiV 
blRRd, Whe fRUgiYeQeVV Rf RXU WUeVSaVVeV, accRUdiQg WR Whe riches of his grace, 8 Zhich he laYiVhed XSRQ XV, iQ all 
ZiVdRP aQd iQVighW ... EPHESIANS 1

x  ____________________, ValYaWiRQ, ______________________ aQd fRUgiYeQeVV aUe e[SUeVViRQV Rf GRd¶V 

________________________.

x  GRd giYeV gUace RQl\ iQ _______________________ ___________________________.

x  GRd ________________________________ hiV childUeQ ZiWh gUace WR bUiQg glRU\ WR hiV QaPe.

SDYLQJ GUDFH-

CRPPRQ GUDFH- ³aQ\ _________________ Rf GRd WhaW dReV QRW _______________ a SeUVRQ fURP ViQ.´1

In RevieZ
DLG GRG OHDYH DOO PDQNLQG WR SHULVK LQ WKH VWDWH RI VLQ DQG PLVHU\?

GRd haYiQg, RXW Rf hiV PeUe gRRd SleaVXUe, fURP all eWeUQiW\, elecWed VRPe WR eYeUlaVWiQg life, did eQWeU iQWR 
a cRYeQaQW Rf gUace, WR deliYeU WheP RXW Rf Whe VWaWe Rf ViQ aQd PiVeU\, aQd WR bUiQg WheP iQWR a VWaWe Rf ValYaWiRQ b\ a 
RedeePeU. (WSC, 20)
WKDW LV DGRSWLRQ?

AdRSWiRQ iV aQ acW Rf GRd¶V fUee gUace, iQ aQd fRU hiV RQl\ SRQ JeVXV ChUiVW, ZheUeb\ all WhRVe WhaW aUe 
jXVWified aUe UeceiYed iQWR Whe QXPbeU Rf hiV childUeQ, haYe hiV QaPe SXW XSRQ WheP, Whe SSiUiW Rf hiV SRQ giYeQ WR 
WheP, aUe XQdeU hiV faWheUl\ caUe aQd diVSeQVaWiRQV, adPiWWed WR all Whe libeUWieV aQd SUiYilegeV Rf Whe VRQV Rf GRd, 
Pade heiUV Rf all Whe SURPiVeV, aQd fellRZ-heiUV ZiWh ChUiVW iQ glRU\. (WLC, 74)

V. COMMITTED TO THE COVENANT

NRQ-NHJRWLDEOH:
1. CRYeQaQWV aUe WaXghW iQ ScUiSWXUe.
2. CRYeQaQW headVhiS iV eVVeQWial WR e[SlaiQiQg RXU fall iQ AdaP, & ValYaWiRQ iQ JeVXV (RRP. 5).

NHJRWLDEOH: CRYeQaQW TheRlRg\ aV a V\VWeP Rf Bible IQWeUSUeWaWiRQ

31 ³BehRld, Whe da\V aUe cRPiQg, declaUeV Whe LORD, ZheQ I Zill Pake a neZ covenant ZiWh Whe hRXVe Rf IVUael aQd 
Whe hRXVe Rf JXdah, 32 not like the covenant WhaW I Pade ZiWh WheiU faWheUV RQ Whe da\ ZheQ I WRRk WheP b\ Whe haQd 
WR bUiQg WheP RXW Rf Whe laQd Rf Eg\SW, m\ covenant that the\ broke, WhRXgh I ZaV WheiU hXVbaQd, declaUeV Whe 
LORD. 33 FRU this is the covenant WhaW I Zill Pake ZiWh Whe hRXVe Rf IVUael afWeU WhRVe da\V, declaUeV Whe LORD: I Zill 
SXW P\ laZ ZiWhiQ WheP, aQd I Zill ZUiWe iW RQ WheiU heaUWV. AQd I Zill be WheiU GRd, aQd Whe\ Vhall be P\ SeRSle. 
34 AQd QR lRQgeU Vhall each RQe Weach hiV QeighbRU aQd each hiV bURWheU, Va\iQg, µKQRZ Whe LORD,¶ fRU Whe\ Vhall all 
kQRZ Pe, fURP Whe leaVW Rf WheP WR Whe gUeaWeVW, declaUeV Whe LORD. FRU I Zill fRUgiYe WheiU iQiTXiW\, aQd I Zill 
UePePbeU WheiU ViQ QR PRUe.´ JEREMIAH 31

x  GRd UegXlaWeV hiV ___________________________ ZiWh SeRSle b\ _____________________________.

x The cRYeQaQW cRQWaiQV bRWh ___________________________ aQd _____________________________.  

x  B\ faiWh Ze ______________________ Whe SURPiVeV aQd ________________________ Whe RbligaWiRQV.

x  The Old CRYeQaQW ZaV Zeak, beiQg _____________________.  IW ZaV _________________ b\ Whe IVUaeliWeV.

x  The NeZ CRYeQaQW iV __________________.  He chaQgeV RXU _______________ VR Ze¶ll keeS Whe cRYeQaQW.
15 TheUefRUe he iV Whe PediaWRU Rf a QeZ cRYeQaQW, VR WhaW WhRVe ZhR aUe called Pa\ UeceiYe Whe SURPiVed eWeUQal 

1 FUaPe, JRhQ. SDOYDWLRQ BHORQJV WR WKH LRUG. PhilliSVbXUg, P & R PXbliVhiQg. 2006. SS. 112.
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iQheUiWaQce, ViQce a deaWh haV RccXUUed WhaW UedeePV WheP fURP Whe WUaQVgUeVViRQV cRPPiWWed XQdeU Whe fiUVW 
cRYeQaQW. HEBREWS 9

x  The Old aQd NeZ CRYeQaQWV aUe _________________________________.

x  IQ Whe NeZ CRYeQaQW, JeVXV ____________________ ZhaW Whe Old CRYeQaQW ______________________.

x JeVXV died VR Ze¶d be _______________________ fRU Whe ViQV Ze cRPPiWWed, bUeakiQg Whe Old CRYeQaQW.

In RevieZ
MaQ b\ hiV fall haYiQg Pade hiPVelf iQcaSable Rf life b\ WhaW cRYeQaQW, Whe LRUd ZaV SleaVed WR Pake a VecRQd, 
cRPPRQl\ called Whe CRYeQaQW Rf GUace; ZheUeb\ hi fUeel\ RffeUV WR ViQQeUV life aQd ValYaWiRQ b\ JeVXV ChUiVW, 
UeTXiUiQg Rf WheP faiWh iQ hiP, WhaW Whe\ Pa\ be VaYed; aQd SURPiViQg WR giYe WR all WhRVe ZhaW aUe RUdaiQed WR life 
hiV HRl\ SSiUiW, WR Pake WheP ZilliQg aQd able WR belieYe.  (WCF, VII, III)

VI. COMMITTED TO INFANT BAPTISM- NEGOTIABLE
10 ThiV iV P\ cRYeQaQW, Zhich \RX Vhall keeS, beWZeeQ Pe aQd \RX aQd \RXU RffVSUiQg afWeU \RX: EYeU\ Pale aPRQg 
\RX Vhall be ciUcXPciVed. 11 YRX Vhall be ciUcXPciVed iQ Whe fleVh Rf \RXU fRUeVkiQV, aQd iW Vhall be a VigQ Rf Whe 
cRYeQaQW beWZeeQ Pe aQd \RX. GENESIS 17

x  The VigQ Rf Whe cRYeQaQW (AbUahaPic) ZaV __________________________________.

x Male childUeQ Rf IVUaeliWe _____________________________ ZeUe WR be ciUcXPciVed.

x CiUcXPciViRQ did QRW PeaQ Whe\ ZeUe _________________.  IW ZaV a VigQ Rf _______________ Ze aUe VaYed.

ObjecWiYe Í===============================================================Î SXbjecWiYe

JXVWified b\ FaiWh MiVViRQ CRQWe[W 

(AbUahaP & GeQWile CRQYeUWV)

ChildUeQ Rf BelieYeUV

11 He UeceiYed Whe VigQ Rf ciUcXPciViRQ aV a Veal Rf Whe UighWeRXVQeVV WhaW he had b\ faiWh Zhile he ZaV VWill 
XQciUcXPciVed. The SXUSRVe ZaV WR Pake hiP Whe faWheU Rf all ZhR belieYe ZiWhRXW beiQg ciUcXPciVed, VR WhaW 
UighWeRXVQeVV ZRXld be cRXQWed WR WheP aV Zell, ... ROMANS 4

x  AbUahaP ZaV ciUcXPciVed becaXVe he had __________________________________.

x  CiUcXPciViRQ ZaV a VigQ WhaW hiV deVceQdaQWV aUe __________________________ b\ faiWh, jXVW like baSWiVP.

x  IW ZaV a VigQ Rf Whe _______________________, QRW Whe ______________________!

11 IQ hiP alVR \RX ZeUe ciUcXPciVed ZiWh a ciUcXPciViRQ Pade ZiWhRXW haQdV, b\ SXWWiQg Rff Whe bRd\ Rf Whe fleVh, b\ 
Whe ciUcXPciViRQ Rf ChUiVW, 12 haYiQg beeQ bXUied ZiWh hiP iQ baSWiVP, iQ Zhich \RX ZeUe alVR UaiVed ZiWh hiP 
WhURXgh faiWh iQ Whe SRZeUfXl ZRUkiQg Rf GRd, ZhR UaiVed hiP fURP Whe dead. COLOSSIANS 2

x  ________________________ aQd ciUcXPciViRQ UeYeal Whe ____________________________ WhiQgV.

x  The\ bRWh UeSUeVeQW Whe chaQge Rf ____________________ RQl\ ______________________ caQ SURdXce.

x  We ZeUe WUXl\ _____________________ iQ RXU _____________________ ZheQ Ze WXUQed WR GRd iQ faiWh.

x  The\ XQdeUVWRRd WhaW _______________________ Rf belieYeUV ZRXld alVR be baSWi]ed iQWR Whe cRYeQaQW 

cRPPXQiW\ (jXVW like AbUahaP).

x  OXU childUeQ aUe QRW VaYed; Whe\ PXVW ________________________ Whe GRRd NeZV WR UeceiYe Whe SURPiVeV 

cRQWaiQed iQ baSWiVP

In RevieZ
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TR ZKRP LV EDSWLVP WR EH DGPLQLVWHUHG?
BaSWiVP iV QRW WR be adPiQiVWeUed WR aQ\ WhaW aUe RXW Rf Whe YiVible chXUch, Will Whe\ SURfeVV WheiU faiWh iQ 

ChUiVW, aQd RbedieQce WR hiP; bXW Whe iQfaQWV Rf VXch aV aUe PePbeUV Rf Whe YiVible chXUch aUe WR be baSWi]ed. (WSC, 
95)

COMPARISON OF MAJOR THEOLOGIES

RRPaQ 
CaWhRliciVP

LXWheUaQiVP AUPiQiaQiVP 
(BaSWiVW, 
MeWhRdiVW, 
PeQWecRVWal)

RefRUPed 
TheRlRg\

AXWhRUiW\ ScUiSWXUe aQd 
TUadiWiRQ eTXal

ScUiSWXUe alRQe 
(cUeedV aV 
VXPPaU\)

ScUiSWXUe 
(cUeedV RfWeQ 
UejecWed)

ScUiSWXUe alRQe 
(cUeedV aV 
VXPPaU\)

SWaUWiQg Place ChXUch-
ceQWeUed

GRd-ceQWeUed MaQ-ceQWeUed GRd-ceQWeUed

SRYeUeigQW\ WiWh liPiWV WiWh feZeU 
liPiWV

WiWh liPiWV 
(eVS. ValYaWiRQ)

TRWal 
VRYeUeigQW\

SalYaWiRQ ThURXgh Whe 
VacUaPeQWV 
(faiWh SlXV 
ZRUkV)

B\ gUace alRQe FaiWh iV a ZRUk, 
QRW a gifW

SalYaWiRQ b\ 
GUace iQ ChUiVW

TheRlRgical 
V\VWeP

- CRQWUaVW Rf Old 
aQd NeZ 
CRYeQaQWV

DiVSeQVaWiRQal 
TheRlRg\

CRYeQaQW 
TheRlRg\

BaSWiVP BaSWiVPal 
UegeQeUaWiRQ

AlPRVW 
baSWiVPal 
UegeQeUaWiRQ

Mi[ed bag IQfaQW baSWiVP 
(cRYeQaQWal 
YieZ)

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS
- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg, belieYiQg aQd aSSl\iQg GRd¶V _________________________.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ ___________________ ZhaW GRd ZaQWV iV PRUe iPSRUWaQW WhaQ ZhaW Ze ZaQW.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ ______________________________ WR GRd¶V Zill iQVWead Rf RXU Zill.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ WeachiQg, ____________________ aQd aSSl\iQg GRd¶V __________________.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ YieZiQg RXU UelaWiRQVhiS WhURXgh Whe e\eV Rf GRd¶V _____________________.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ ______________________ GRd WR keeS HiV _________________________.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ ____________________ Rbe\iQg RXU cRYeQaQW _______________________.

- We liYe aV GRd¶V SeRSle b\ aSSl\iQg GRd¶V cRYeQaQW __________________ WR belieYeUV aQd WheiU childUeQ.

LIVING AS GOD¶S PEOPLE MEANS BEING OF __________________ MIND ON 

_________________________ BELIEFS


