Lesson 3: The Revelation of Jesus Christ, Part 1
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Introduction: Who was Teddy Roosevelt?  Was he the chief of NYPD or one of the Rough Riders?  Conservationist or big game hunter?  Explorer or President of the United States?  He was all of these and more.  He was each of these at different times, though some were concurrent.  In The Revelation we receive a glimpse of the glorified Jesus.  His earthly ministry is done and Revelation notes this incredible shift in describing his appearance.

Big Idea: Revelation reveals the glorified Messiah who is both transcendent and immanent.

The 4 views are pretty much in agreement on most issues in this chapter.  But there are some significant differences.

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

· Apocalypse referred not the end of time, but to something hidden being revealed or uncovered.  We are about to go behind the scenes of reality.  We will see what has previously been hidden from our eyes.

· Is the revelation by Jesus (subjective genitive) about Jesus (objective genitive) or from Jesus (genitive of source)?  Beale: context favors the first. But all 3 are true!  

· We see a Jesus we don’t encounter in the Gospels.  But it is mostly about His actions in this world.

· We see it originating with the Father, who gave it to Jesus to show to His servants.

· Father => Son => Angel/Messenger => John => All Christians

· “To show” or point out, make known.

· “Soon” (tavcos)- in a short time, quickly, without delay.  Events would unfold in the near future.  Though literalists, futurists refuse to take this literally. The process will begin soon, but not necessarily finish quickly.

· “made it known” has the idea, since it deals with the future (immediate or distant), of foretelling.  It is a predictive prophecy.

· John is a witness, bearing testimony to what he saw.

· “Saw” indicates that John received visions, much like Ezekiel and Daniel.  He relates those visions as best he can.  Often he uses similes to explain “as best he can” something utterly foreign to his experience and theirs, just like Ezekiel & Daniel.

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

· This was meant to be read in front of the church.  Covenant blessings are promised for those who keep, or pay full attention to it. This is the first of 7 blessings given in the book. He blesses those who “keep” what is written. This divine disclosure requires a response!

· It is self-consciously a prophecy.

· The time is ‘near’.  When used of the past it is a ‘short time ago’.  For the future, in a little while.

· “Seven churches”: while there are 7 churches, they also represent the whole church as 7 often symbolizes completeness.

· “him who is…” is used twice in this chapter, and 2 more times in the book.  Here is refers to the Father, since Jesus is distinguished in the next verse.  It is most likely a reference to YHWH, the covenant name introduced at the burning bush to Moses.

· “seven spirits” is used 4 times.  It most likely refers to the completeness of the Spirit.  Here we see the Trinitarian source of blessing that Christians experience.

· Jesus is revealed in a few ways corresponding to His role as Messiah.

· As prophet, He is the faithful witness.  He will not lie about what was, is or is to come.

· He is the resurrected One who will raise all that will be raised.

· He is the ruler of earthly kings.  What He does influences all earthly kingdoms.  Connection between spiritual & material worlds.  He, not Caesar is in control!

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

· John breaks out in praise, revealing more about Jesus and about us.

· Jesus did all that He did for us because He loves us.  We are dearly loved by Jesus!

· He set us free from our sins, and their condemnation, by His sacrificial death for us.  We are forgiven!

· He is the King and the redeemed form His kingdom.  He rules over us and we are subject to Him.

· He is the Great High Priest, and we serve as priests under Him offering praise and prayers to the Father. Allusion to Exodus 19:6 (cf. 1 Peter 2:9).

· “coming” ejvrcomai vs. parrosia.  To come, to make an appearance.  The parousia has the added meaning of coming and staying.  It refers to the Second Coming.  This is not necessarily a reference to the Second Coming. (Beale thinks this is the only verse referring to the 2nd Coming.)

· “coming with clouds” is an allusion to Daniel 7:13 & Matthew 24:30 & 34 (also 16:28; 26:64).  

What does this refer to in Daniel?  Not coming to earth, but before the Ancient of Days to receive all power and authority.  Matthew alludes to, and talks about the destruction of Jerusalem as a sign of His coming with the clouds.

	Historicist
	Futurist
	Preterist
	Idealist

	Future second coming that is now nearly 2,000 years after the prophecy.  All the earth will see, but not the ones who pierced Him.
	Future second coming that now nearly 2,000 years from the prophecy. All the earth will see, but not the ones who pierced Him.
	Jesus judged Jerusalem & unbelieving Jews in A.D. 70.  All the tribes, gathered in Jerusalem saw the sign within a generation (Mt. 23-4).
	Any judgment of God upon a nation for great wickedness. Many tribes will see Him, but not necessarily the generation of those who pierced Him.


· “those who pierced him” alludes to Zechariah 12:10, in which the inhabitants of Jerusalem see Him.  The word “earth” can be translated “land”.  Since it uses tribes rather than nations, this translation may be preferred. Or John could be universalizing the text.

Talk It Out: Which view makes better sense of the text in the context?

8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."

· “Lord God” We are not sure who says this, Jesus or the Father.

· A & W refers to the first and last.  He starts and finishes history.  It is under His control.

· It is a merism: “polar opposites in order to highlight everything between the opposites.”

· The Father spoke this about Himself earlier, but later (22:12, 16) it refers to Jesus.

· “Almighty” most likely is El Shaddai pointing to God’s infinite power.

· Jesus is granted titles reserved for YHWH.  He is divine

Application: Why would the original audience need to know that 1. Jesus loves them, and 2. He has infinite power?  Why do you need to know this?

� Beale, pp. 199.





