
RUTH: A STORY OF GOD¶S LOVE

1 DeVeUW SSUingV PCA

LESSON 1: OUT OF THE FRYING PAN & INTO THE FIRE

Intro: 

In Whe da\V Zhen Whe jXdgeV UXled WheUe ZaV a famine in Whe land, and a man Rf BeWhlehem in 
JXdah ZenW WR VRjRXUn in Whe cRXnWU\ Rf MRab, he and hiV Zife and hiV WZR VRnV. 2 The name Rf 
Whe man ZaV Elimelech and Whe name Rf hiV Zife NaRmi, and Whe nameV Rf hiV WZR VRnV ZeUe 
MahlRn and ChiliRn. The\ ZeUe EShUaWhiWeV fURm BeWhlehem in JXdah. The\ ZenW inWR Whe 
cRXnWU\ Rf MRab and Uemained WheUe. 3 BXW Elimelech, Whe hXVband Rf NaRmi, died, and Vhe ZaV 
lefW ZiWh heU WZR VRnV. 4 TheVe WRRk MRabiWe ZiYeV; Whe name Rf Whe Rne ZaV OUSah and Whe name 
Rf Whe RWheU RXWh. The\ liYed WheUe abRXW Wen \eaUV, 5 and bRWh MahlRn and ChiliRn died, VR WhaW 
Whe ZRman ZaV lefW ZiWhRXW heU WZR VRnV and heU hXVband. Ruth 1

When: ³Zhen Whe jXdgeV UXled´

Pattern of Judges

A-_____________

B-_____________

C-____ ________

D-_____________

Theme of Judges
25 In WhRVe da\V WheUe ZaV nR king in IVUael. EYeU\Rne did ZhaW ZaV UighW in hiV RZn e\eV. Judges 
21 (cf. 17:6; 18:1; 19:1)

In Whe HebUeZ Bible, RXWh fRllRZV ____________ ZiWh Whe idea WhaW Vhe iV a YalianW ZRman 
(PURY. 31).

Wh\: ³WheUe ZaV a _________ in Whe land´
One Rf GRd¶V jXdgmenWV fRU SeUViVWenW diVRbedience (DeXW. 28:15-16; 32:23-24). 

BeWhlehem- ³hRXVe Rf _________´  
The WRZn ZaV knRZn fRU ZheaW, baUle\, RliYeV, almRndV, and gUaSeV.1

FamineV RfWen UeVXlWed in migUaWiRn (Gen. 12:10ff; 26:1ff; 45:11ff). 

1 HXbbaUd, JU. RRbeUW L. The BRRk Rf RXWh (NICOT). GUand RaSidV, EeUdmanV. 1988. SS. 85.
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³When WheUe aUe nR VXSeUmaUkeWV, a lean haUYeVW can deYaVWaWe a cRmmXniW\.´ Dean Ulrich2

IVUael, afWeU Whe E[RdXV, UeWXUned WR Whe PURmiVed Land WR VWa\. YeW«

³ZenW WR VRjRXUn in Whe cRXnWU\ Rf ___________´
x TR VRjRXUn iV WR abide, Uemain, inhabiW, liYe aV a ___________. The\ ZeUe UeVidenW 

_______, a SURWecWed VWaWXV.

x InVWead Rf ___________ WR GRd, WhiV famil\ ______ ________ fURm Whe PURmiVed Land. 

³BXW fRU NaRmi and heU famil\, emigUaWiRn inYRlYeV WXUning WheiU backV XSRn Whe LRUd¶V ZRUd 
and hiV VXmmRnV WR UeSenWance.´ Sinclair Ferguson3

Their Histor\ Zith Moab
GeneViV 19

NXmbeUV 22

NXm. 23 cf. DeXW. 23:1-5

17 I Vee him, bXW nRW nRZ;
    I behRld him, bXW nRW neaU:
a VWaU Vhall cRme RXW Rf JacRb,
    and a VceSWeU Vhall UiVe RXW Rf IVUael;
iW Vhall cUXVh Whe fRUehead Rf MRab
    and bUeak dRZn all Whe VRnV Rf SheWh. Numbers 24

NXmbeUV 31:16; ReY. 2:14

NXmbeUV 25

NXmbeUV 31

2 UlUich, Dean. FURP FaPiQe WR FXllQeVV: The GRVSel AccRUdiQg WR RXWh. PhiliSVbXUg, P&R PXbliVhing. 2007. SS. 
20.
3 FeUgXVRn, SinclaiU. FaiWhfXl GRd: AQ E[SRViWiRQ RQ Whe BRRk Rf RXWh. BUidgend, BU\nWiUiRn PUeVV. 2005. SS. 29.
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DeXWeURnRm\ 2:9

DeXWeURnRm\ 23:3

Baal Peor- Baal ZaV a _______ gRd and a __________ gRd amRng Whe CanaaniWeV. PeRU iV a 

mRXnWain in _______. Baal ZaV El¶V ³________ __________´ bXW eYenWXall\ RYeUWhUeZ him. In 

ZRUVhiS Whe\ imiWaWed Whe gRdV.4

Chemosh- he ZaV WheiU _________ gRd (AmmRniWeV WRR) and SURbabl\ had AVWhaUWe aV a cXlW 

SaUWneU. The MRabiWe SWRne claimV he bURXghW Whem WR YicWRU\ Zhen Whe\ finall\ defeaWed JXdah5 

WR ceaVe being WheiU YaVValV. HiV name SURbabl\ meanV ³_________,´ _________,´ RU ³fiVh gRd.´ 

6 WRUVhiS Rf ChemRVh mRVW likel\ inYRlYed ________, and SRVVibl\ child VacUifice.

JXdgeV 3

35 The\ bXilW Whe high SlaceV Rf Baal in Whe Valle\ Rf Whe SRn Rf HinnRm, WR RffeU XS WheiU VRnV 
and daXghWeUV WR MRlech, WhRXgh I did nRW cRmmand Whem, nRU did iW enWeU inWR m\ mind, WhaW 
Whe\ VhRXld dR WhiV abRminaWiRn, WR caXVe JXdah WR Vin. Jeremiah 32

The Point: MRab ZaV a ______ _________ chRice Rf ZheUe WR gR!

³The bRWWRm line in RXU liYeV iV UaUel\ GRd¶V Zill, aV iW iV UeYealed in hiV WRUd, eVSeciall\ if iW 
VeemV WR cXW diUecWl\ acURVV RXU beVW SURVSecWV fRU haSSineVV and VXcceVV. We UaUel\ Whink 
VeUiRXVl\ abRXW Whe imSacW RXU chRiceV Zill haYe Rn RXU abiliW\ WR UaiVe a ChUiVWian famil\ in a 
ZRUld WhaW iV RfWen leVV Whan ideal.´ Iain Duguid7

Elimelech- ³M\ _____ iV ________´ bXW he dReVn¶W Veem YeU\ VXbmiVViYe WR GRd.

NaRmi- ³M\ _________´

MahlRn- ³Sick´

ChiliRn- ³_______´ RU ³AnnihilaWiRn´

EShUaWhiWeV- ³_____________´ (1 ChURn. 2:19, 50-51). 

Une[pected Turn #1: Elimelech ______ Zhile Whe\ ZeUe in MRab. 

4 ElZell, WalWeU. EdiWRU BakeU EQc\clRSedia Rf Whe Bible. GUand RaSidV, BakeU. 1988. SS. 409-414.
 CXUUid, JRhn. AgaiQVW Whe GRd: The PRlePical TheRlRg\ Rf Whe Old TeVWaPeQW. GUand RaSidV, ZRndeUYan. 2013. SS. 
133-134.
5 hWWS://ZZZ.bUiWannica.cRm/EBchecked/WRSic/109045/ChemRVh
6 hWWS://en.ZikiSedia.RUg/Ziki/ChemRVh
7 DXgXid, Iain. EVWheU & RXWh. PhiliSVbXUg, P&R PXbliVhing, 2005. SS. 133. 
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³The\ felW mRUe aW hRme in Whe land Rf cRmSURmiVe Whan in Whe land Rf SURmiVe.´ Iain Duguid8

Une[pected Turn #2: The\ WRRk _______ ZiYeV. (Gen. 24:3; E[. 34:16). 

OUSah- ³________´ RU SeUhaSV ³Back Rf Whe Neck´ meaning ³SWiff-necked One´

RXWh- ³____________´

Une[pected Turn #3: HeU VRnV ______ afWeU Whe\ had been WheUe a decade. 

³AV WimeV cRnfiUmV, WheiU liYeV ma\ haYe Veemed WR hang in Whe balance fURm WheiU eaUlieVW 
hRXUV.´ Sinclair Ferguson9

³We aUe nRW able WR deWecW ZiWh SeUfecW claUiW\ Whe hand Rf GRd in Whe ciUcXmVWanceV Rf RXU liYeV, 
faU leVV Vee ZheUe he iV heading ZiWh Whem.´ Sinclair Ferguson10

WhaW Zill Vhe dR? WhaW Zill GRd dR?

35 WhR Vhall VeSaUaWe XV fURm Whe lRYe Rf ChUiVW? Shall WUibXlaWiRn, RU diVWUeVV, RU SeUVecXWiRn, RU 
famine, RU nakedneVV, RU dangeU, RU VZRUd? Romans 8

Things to Think About:
x SRmeWimeV Ze VXffeU becaXVe Rf _______. 

x GRd haV a ______, eYen if Ze dRn¶W.

x We dRn¶W haYe WR ______________ GRd¶V Slan fRU iW WR XnfRld fRU RXU gRRd.

x OXU chRiceV can make RXU liYeV __________, bXW Whe\ can¶W _______ GRd¶V Slan.

x If Ze UejecW GRd, RXU SlanV Zill lead WR RXU ____________!

³We aUe nRW able WR deWecW ZiWh SeUfecW claUiW\ Whe hand Rf GRd in Whe ciUcXmVWanceV Rf RXU liYeV, 
faU leVV Vee ZheUe he iV heading ZiWh Whem.´ Sinclair Ferguson11

Theme of the Book: DeXWeURnRm\ 30
³And Zhen all WheVe WhingV cRme XSRn \RX, Whe bleVVing and Whe cXUVe, Zhich I haYe VeW befRUe 
\RX, and \RX call Whem WR mind amRng all Whe naWiRnV ZheUe Whe LORD \RXU GRd haV dUiYen \RX, 

8 DXgXid. PS. 134.
9 FeUgXVRn, SinclaiU. A HeaUW fRU GRd. CRlRUadR SSUingV, NaYPUeVV. 1985, SS. 139.
10 FeUgXVRn. SS.14.
11 FeUgXVRn. SS.14.
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2 and return WR Whe LORD \RXU GRd, \RX and \RXU childUen, and obe\ his voice in all WhaW I 
cRmmand \RX WRda\, ZiWh all \RXU heaUW and ZiWh all \RXU VRXl, 3 When Whe LORD \RXU GRd Zill 
UeVWRUe \RXU fRUWXneV and haYe meUc\ Rn \RX, and he Zill gaWheU \RX again fURm all Whe SeRSleV 
ZheUe Whe LORD \RXU GRd haV VcaWWeUed \RX. 4 If \RXU RXWcaVWV aUe in Whe XWWeUmRVW SaUWV Rf 
heaYen, fURm WheUe Whe LORD \RXU GRd Zill gaWheU \RX, and fURm WheUe he Zill Wake \RX. 5 And Whe 
LORD \RXU GRd Zill bUing \RX inWR Whe land WhaW \RXU faWheUV SRVVeVVed, WhaW \RX ma\ SRVVeVV iW. 
And he Zill make \RX mRUe SURVSeURXV and nXmeURXV Whan \RXU faWheUV. 6 And Whe LORD \RXU 
GRd Zill ciUcXmciVe \RXU heaUW and Whe heaUW Rf \RXU RffVSUing, VR WhaW \RX Zill lRYe Whe LORD 
\RXU GRd ZiWh all \RXU heaUW and ZiWh all \RXU VRXl, WhaW \RX ma\ liYe.


