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LESSON 1: THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE WESTMINSTER STANDARDS1

InWro: 

BIG IDEA: _____________ cKXUcKeV Qeed a _____________ WR cOeaUO\ decOaUe WKe faLWK.

TKe SWaQdaUdV LQcOXde: The Westminster Confession, WKe Larger aQd Shorter Catechisms aQd WKe 
Directory of Public Worship.

- WULWWeQ b\ bRWK _________ (dLYLQeV) aQd ___________.

- JXO\ 1, 1643: FLUVW PeeWLQg aW ____________ Abbe\ LQ LRQdRQ.

- TKeUe ZaV a VeQVe Rf ____________ & _____________ UUgeQc\ beKLQd LW.

The Westminster Standards dR QRW VeeP WR be KLgKO\ UeacWLRQaU\ dRcXPeQWV, bXW VeeN WR cRPfRUW 
aQd edLf\ GRd¶V SeRSOe b\ gRVSeO dRcWULQe LQ WKe PLdVW Rf XQVWabOe WLPeV.

- ScRWOaQd aQd ___________ becaPe RQe NLQgdRP LQ 1707 ZLWK WKe Treaty of Union. 

- UQLWed b\ WKe VaPe _____________ LQ 1603 (JaPeV) bXW VeSaUaWe ______________.

ScoWland: 
- TKe ____________ cKXUcK Kad beeQ LQdeSeQdeQW Rf WKe ___________ CKXUcK. 

- TKeLUV ZaV a PRUe _________ cKXUcK, aW WLPeV aW RddV ZLWK WKe PRQaUcK\. 

- TKe RefRUPaWLRQ ZaV begXQ b\ _________________; a VWXdeQW Rf LXWKeU & MeOaQcWKRQ.

- TKe VWURQgeVW LQfOXeQce ZaV WKaW Rf ________ ZKR VWXdLed LQ __________. 

- TKe RegXOaWLYe PULQcLSOe ZaV aW ZRUN: TKe cKXUcK VKRXOd be UegXOaWed b\ ____________. 

England: WKe VWRU\ WZLVWV aPRQg a QXPbeU Rf NLQgV aQd TXeeQV.

³IQ EQgOaQd, WKe RefRUPaWLRQ ZaV begXQ, cRQdXcWed aQd VWRSSed, aOPRVW eQWLUeO\ accRUdLQg WR 
WKe SOeaVXUe Rf WKe UeLgQLQg VRYeUeLgQ. IQ ScRWOaQd, LW ZaV begXQ aQd caUULed fRUZaUd, aQd 
cRPSOeWed, LQ VSLUW Rf WKe deWeUPLQed RSSRVLWLRQ Rf WKe VRYeUeLgQ. IQ EQgOaQd, WKeUefRUe, WKe ZLOO 
Rf WKe PRQaUcK ZaV aQ eVVeQWLaO eOePeQW fURP WKe fLUVW, aQd cRQWLQXed WR be VR WKURXgK WKe cRXUVe 
Rf WKe RefRUPaWLRQ; aQd WKe CKXUcK Rf EQgOaQd ZaV accRUdLQgO\ baVed XSRQ, aQd SeUYaded b\, 
WKe eYLO LQfOXeQce Rf WKe EUaVWLaQ SULQcLSOe, WKe VRYeUeLgQ beLQg UecRgQL]ed aV WKe VXSUePe MXdge 
LQ caXVeV eccOeVLaVWLcaO aV ZeOO aV LQ caXVed cLYLO.´ RoberW ShaZ2

Henr\ VIII: 
- Led WKe cKXUcK baVed RQ KLV deVLUe fRU aQ ________ & KLV fLcNOe ORYe fRU __________.

- HLV ___________ SURPSWed WKe bUeaN ZLWK RRPe, UaWKeU WKaQ a WKeRORgLcaO dLffeUeQce. 

1 TaNeQ OaUgeO\ fURP SLQcOaLU FeUgXVRQ¶V fLUVW OecWXUe LQ WKe WTS cRXUVe RQ WKe WeVWPLQVWeU CRQfeVVLRQ.
2 SKaZ, RRbeUW. An Exposition of the Westminster Confession of Faith. ScRWOaQd, CKULVWLaQ FRcXV. 1992, SS. [[LLL.



TR GORULf\ aQd EQMR\ GRd

2 _ P a g e T K e  W e V W P L Q V W e U  S W a Q d a U d V

- TKe _______ acWed aV WKe CKXUcK¶V gXaUdLaQ aQd ________.

- TaNLQg WKe WKURQe, 17 \eaU-ROd HeQU\ PaUULed WR KLV ________ AUWKXU¶V ZLdRZ CaWKeULQe. 

EdZard VI (VRQ WKUX JaQe Se\PRXU)

- He ZaV RSeQ WR PeQ Rf bLbOLcaO cRXQVeO, aQd VWXdLed WKe ScULSWXUeV. 

- TKeUe ZaV UaSLd adYaQce LQ _________, dLVcLSOLQe & SXbOLc _________ dXULQg KLV UeLgQ. 

- AWWePSWV WR cKaQge ____________ ZeUe bORcNed b\ PaUOLaPeQW.

- He dLed LQ ________ afWeU a 6 \eaU UeLgQ. 

Mar\ I 

- SKe ZaV WKe RQO\ cKLOd Rf HeQU\¶V fLUVW ZLfe, CaWKeULQe Rf AUagRQ.

- A bULef aQd __________ UeWXUQ WR _____________. 

- MaQ\, OLNe ___________ ZeUe PaUW\Ued, aQd PaQ\ RWKeUV fOed fRU WKe cRQWLQeQW. 

- HeU UeLgQ ZRXOd OaVW RQO\ _________ \eaUV.

Eli]abeWh I

- RRVe WR SRZeU LQ 1558.

- TKe daXgKWeU Rf AQQe BROe\Q, VKe ZaV VeQW aZa\ afWeU KeU PRWKeU ZaV ____________. 

- AcW of SXpremac\ (1558): PRQaUcK ZaV WKe VXSUePe ___________ Rf WKe _________.

- HeQU\¶V AcW of SXpremac\ (1534) Kad beeQ UeSeaOed b\ MaU\.

- AcW of UniformiW\ (1558): aOO SXbOLc ZRUVKLS _________ WR WKe Book of Common Prayer.

The ThirW\-Nine ArWicles (1563)

- GeQeUaOO\ RefRUPed LQ dRcWULQe, bXW QRW aV deWaLOed aV WKe ScRWWLVK CRQfeVVLRQ. 

- CKXUcK OeadeUVKLS (WKe ____________) cRQWLQXaOO\ bORcNed effRUWV WR bULQg cKXUcK OLfe 

LQWR agUeePeQW ZLWK LWV dRcWULQe. 

- VesWiarian ConWroYers\: XQLfRUPLW\ Rf ZRUVKLS, aQd _________ ___________.

- CaOOed ___________ (WeUP Rf abXVe- ³\RX aUe faU WRR SUecLVe´) RU __________.

TKRPaV CaUWZULgKW (1570) SURfeVVRU aW CaPbULdge gaYe a VeULeV Rf OecWXUeV WKaW WKe NT fRUP Rf 
cKXUcK gRYeUQPeQW ZaV PUeVb\WeULaQ, aQd ZaV dLVPLVVed b\ WKe AUcKbLVKRS.
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The PXriWans

- TKe\ begaQ WR ORRN LQZaUd LQVWead Rf WR WKe _____________. 

- TKe\ begaQ WR KROd PeeWLQgV fRU _____________ (e[SRVLWLRQ Rf ScULSWXUe). 

- PXULWaQV UePaLQed WR ___________ WKe cKXUcK b\ WKLV SUeacKLQg. 

- FRUPed cRPPXQLWLeV Rf OLYeO\ ________ ZLWKLQ WKe cKXUcK. 

- TKe\ dLd QRW __________ bXW SUeacKed WKe ________ WR XSURRW aQd SOaQW.

RRbeUW BURZQ- Reformation Without Tarrying for Any. TKe RWKeU gURXS OefW WKe cKXUcK becaXVe 
WKeUe ZaV QR fUeedRP WR fROORZ ScULSWXUe.

King James (1603)

- JaPeV I (EQgOaQd) aQd JaPeV VI (ScRWOaQd) caPe WR SRZeU.

- IQ 1581 He VLgQed WKe ____________ CRQfeVVLRQ faYRULQg WKe __________ SRVLWLRQ. 

- TKe Millennar\ PeWiWion, VLgQed b\ 1,000 cOeULcV OLVWed RefRUPed SaUWLeV gULeYaQceV. 

- The HampWon CoXrW Conference ZaV KeOd LQ 1604 aV a UeVXOW. 

- TKLV SURdXced, eYeQWXaOO\, WKe KJV LQ 1611. 

- The Book of Sports (1618) gaYe SeUPLVVLRQ fRU SXQda\ ______________. 

Charles I (VRQ Rf JaPeV) 

- BRUQ LQ ___________, Ke ZaV UaLVed LQ ____________. 

- AffLUPed WKe DLYLQe __________ Rf KLQgV. 

- A ZaU ZLWK _________ ZaV a fLQaQcLaO dLVaVWeU. 

- He ZaQWed PaUOLaPeQW WR UaLVe Wa[eV WR Sa\ fRU WKLV. TKe\ UefXVed cXVWRP dXWLeV.

- TKe 1625 PaUOLaPeQW ZaV VLgQLfLcaQW LQ WKe UeOaWLRQVKLS Rf WKe CURZQ & WKe CRPPRQV.

- DXe WR BXcNLQgKaP¶V LQcRPSeWeQce WKe\ ZeUe aW ZaU ZLWK ___________.

- CKaUOeV WULed WR WaNe RXW a _______ WR Sa\ fRU WKLV ZaU, aQd ZaV agaLQ _________.

- 1628- The PeWiWion of RighW Z/4 dePaQdV WR VafegXaUd WKe SRZeU Rf PaUOLaPeQW.

- 1. NR ________ Z/RXW WKe SeUPLVVLRQ Rf _________________

- 2. NR _______________ Z/RXW dXe caXVe.

- 3. NR _____________ Rf VROdLeUV Z/RXW cRQVeQW.

- 4. NR _____________ OaZ LPSRVed LQ WLPe Rf _________.

- 1629 caOOed WKe 4WK PaUOLaPeQW. ______________ Kad beeQ aVVaVVLQaWed.
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- CKaUOeV ZaV _________ b\ WKe PaUOLaPeQW.

- He WULed WR UXOe WKe cRXQWU\ Z/RXW WKe _____________. 

- 1634: Ship-Money Tax ZaV a Wa[ RQ _________ fRU beLQg ________.

- IPSRVed AUcKbLVKRS LRUd¶V __________ XSRQ WKe __________ cKXUcK LQ 1637.

- TKe ScRWV VLgQed WKe NaWional CoYenanW LQ FebUXaU\ 1638 LQ UeVSRQVe.

- TKe\ SOedged WKePVeOYeV WR WKe ___________ & ___________ Rf WKe RefRUPed CKXUcK.

- TR defeQdLQg WKeLU ULgKW WR UXOe LQ WKe cKXUcK LQ accRUdaQce ZLWK ScULSWXUe.

- TKe\ cRQceLYed Rf WKePVeOYeV aV a _____________ SeRSOe (SaUaOOeO WR IVUaeO) aSSO\LQg 

WKe cLYLO SRUWLRQV Rf WKe OT OaZ WR WKePVeOYeV.

- CKaUOeV UeVSRQded b\ VXVSeQdLQg PaUOLaPeQW aQd PaNLQg VXcK aVVePbOLQg LOOegaO.

- He PaUcKed QRUWK LQWR ScRWOaQd LQ _______.

- He VXPPRQed KLV 5WK PaUOLaPeQW LQ 1640 WR UaLVe PRQe\, aV aOZa\V.

- SRRQ a ScRWWLVK aUP\ PRYed VRXWK aQd defeaWed CKaUOeV¶ aUP\ aW __________.

- 1639: The Grand RemonsWrance VeW RXW PaUOLaPeQW¶V MXdgPeQWV agaLQVW CKaUOeV.

- A UebeOOLRQ LQ __________ bURNe RXW; WKe\ feaUed gLYLQg KLP PRQe\ OeVW Ke fLgKW WKeP.

- FeaUed KLV TXeeQ, HeQULeWWa, ZRXOd be LPSeacKed fRU KeU WUeaVRQRXV CaWKROLcLVP. SKe OefW 

fRU HROOaQd ZLWK WKe cURZQ MeZeOV LQ KeU bag WR UaLVe fXQdV fRU WKe UR\aOLVW caXVe.

- TKe PaUOLaPeQWaU\ aUP\ defeaWed CKaUOeV¶ aUP\ aW __________. 

- 1644: TKe ScRWV PaUcKed VRXWK WR fRUge a cRYeQaQWaO XQLRQ beWZeeQ WKe QaWLRQV.

- BaWWle of Naseb\ (1645) ___________ defeaWed WKe RR\aO AUP\.

- 1646: CKaUOeV ZaV fRUced WR fOee O[fRUd WR NeZaUN WR QegRWLaWe a deaO ZLWK WKe ______.

- 1647: CKaUOeV ZaV aUUeVWed aQd KeOd LQ _________ aUUeVW. 

- 1648: BaWWOe Rf ___________ eQded WKe ³SecRQd´ CLYLO WaU.

- JaQXaU\ 20, 1649 CKaUOeV ZaV fRXQd gXLOW\ Rf KLgK _________ & e[ecXWed RQ JaQXaU\ 30.

The Assembl\ IWself:

- TKe AVVePbO\ ZaV cRQYeQed RQ JXO\ 1, ________  KROdLQg UegXOaU PeeWLQgV XQWLO Feb. 

22, _______.

- IW ZRXOd PeeW _________ WLPeV RYeU LWV 5 \eaU e[LVWeQce. 

- CRPSULVed PRVWO\ Rf ______________, PRVW Rf ZKRP Kad beeQ RULgLQaOO\ RUdaLQed aV 

ESLVcRSaOLaQV.
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- AW fLUVW WKeUe ZeUe 5 _____________ (CRQgUegaWLRQaOLVWV) (GRRdZLQ, BXUURXgKV) bXW 

____b\ WKe eQd.

- TZR KeOd WR ³EUaVWLaQ SULQcLSOeV´ aQd caXVed a gUeaW deaO Rf cRQfOLcW RQ ___________.

- TKeUe ZeUe 6 ________ LQcOXdLQg BaLOOe, SaPXeO RXWKeUfRUd aQd GLOOeVSLe.

- TKe PUeVb\WeULaQV aQd IQdeSeQdeQWV fRXgKW abRXW _____________ aV ZeOO.

- TKRVe 5 IQdeSeQdeQWV SUeYeQWed a __________ eccOeVLaVWLcaO VWUXcWXUe.

- DecePbeU 3, 1646: WKe\ SUeVeQWed WKe LQLWLaO YeUVLRQ; UecRPPLWWed fRU SURRf We[WV.

- AVVePbO\ SUeVeQWed WKe CRQfeVVLRQ bacN WR WKe PaUOLaPeQW RQ ASULO 29, 1647.

- TKe _________ CaWecKLVP ZaV SUeVeQWed WR PaUOLaPeQW RQ NRYePbeU 5, 1647.

- TKe _________ CaWecKLVP ZaV SUeVeQWed WR WKeP RQ ASULO 14, 1648. 

ConclXsion: 


