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LESSON 17: DELIGHTING IN ADOPTION

InWro: 

³PeRSOe Qeed XQLRQ ZLWK WKe SRQ becaXVe WKe\ aUe VeSaUaWed fURP GRd aQd VaOYaWLRQ.´ RoberW 
PeWerson158

BIG IDEA: GRd gORULfLeV HLPVeOf LQ PaNLQg XV HLV _______________ LQ __________________.

³OXU XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf CKULVWLaQLW\ caQQRW be beWWeU WKaQ RXU gUaVS Rf adRSWLRQ.´ J.I. Packer159

³LXWKeU¶V gUaVS Rf adRSWLRQ ZaV aV VWURQg aQd cOeaU aV KLV gUaVS Rf MXVWLfLcaWLRQ, bXW KLV dLVcLSOeV 
KeOd WR WKe OaWWeU aQd Pade QRWKLQg Rf WKe fRUPeU. TKe PXULWaQ WeacKLQg RQ WKe CKULVWLaQ OLfe, VR 
VWURQg LQ RWKeU Za\V, ZaV QRWabO\ defLcLeQW KeUe, ZKLcK LV RQe UeaVRQ ZK\ OegaOLVWLc 
PLVXQdeUVWaQdLQgV Rf LW VR eaVLO\ aULVe.´ J.I. Packer160

QXesWion 34: WhaW is adopWion?
AnsZer: AdRSWLRQ LV aQ acW Rf GRd'V fUee gUace, ZKeUeb\ Ze aUe UeceLYed LQWR WKe QXPbeU, aQd 
KaYe a ULgKW WR aOO WKe SULYLOegeV, Rf WKe VRQV Rf GRd.

WLC Q. 74 WKaW LV adRSWLRQ?
A. AdRSWLRQ LV aQ acW Rf WKe fUee gUace Rf GRd, LQ aQd fRU KLV RQO\ SRQ JeVXV CKULVW, ZKeUeb\ aOO 
WKRVe WKaW aUe MXVWLfLed aUe UeceLYed LQWR WKe QXPbeU Rf KLV cKLOdUeQ, KaYe KLV QaPe SXW XSRQ 
WKeP, WKe SSLULW Rf KLV SRQ gLYeQ WR WKeP, aUe XQdeU KLV faWKeUO\ caUe aQd dLVSeQVaWLRQV, adPLWWed 
WR aOO WKe OLbeUWLeV aQd SULYLOegeV Rf WKe VRQV Rf GRd, Pade KeLUV Rf aOO WKe SURPLVeV, aQd feOORZ-
KeLUV ZLWK CKULVW LQ gORU\.

1. AOO WKRVe WKaW aUe MXVWLfLed, GRd YRXcKVafeWK, LQ aQd fRU KLV RQO\ SRQ JeVXV CKULVW, WR PaNe 
SaUWaNeUV Rf WKe gUace Rf adRSWLRQ, b\ ZKLcK WKe\ aUe WaNeQ LQWR WKe QXPbeU, aQd eQMR\ WKe 
OLbeUWLeV aQd SULYLOegeV Rf WKe cKLOdUeQ Rf GRd, KaYe KLV QaPe SXW XSRQ WKeP, UeceLYe WKe SSLULW Rf 
adRSWLRQ, KaYe acceVV WR WKe WKURQe Rf gUace ZLWK bROdQeVV, aUe eQabOed WR cU\, Abba, FaWKeU, aUe 
SLWLed, SURWecWed, SURYLded fRU, aQd cKaVWeQed b\ KLP, aV b\ a faWKeU: \eW QeYeU caVW Rff, bXW VeaOed 
WR WKe da\ Rf UedePSWLRQ; aQd LQKeULW WKe SURPLVeV, aV KeLUV Rf eYeUOaVWLQg VaOYaWLRQ.

³AcW of free grace´
- AdRSWLRQ LV aQ __________, QRW a _____________. IW LV QRW a __________________ bXW 

UaWKeU aQ LQVWaQWaQeRXV cKaQge Rf ________________.

- We gaLQ WKLV QeZ VWaWXV b\ GRd¶V fUee gUace. We dRQ¶W ___________________ LW.

- We aUe QR ORQgeU __________________, bXW VRQV (GaO. 4:7).

158 PeWeUVRQ, RRbeUW  A. Adopted by God: From Wayward Sinners to Cherished Children. PKLOOLSVbXUg, P&R. 2001, 
SS. 64.
159 PacNeU, J.I. Knowing God. DRZQeUV GURYe, IVP. 1973, SS. 202.
160 PacNeU, SS. 228.
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- We Kad beeQ cKLOdUeQ Rf ________________ ZKR Rbe\ed WKe SRZeU Rf WKe 

___________________ Rf WKe aLU.

- GRd LV XQdeU QR ____________________ RU _______________________ WR adRSW XV. 

- GRd dReV WKLV b\ WKe ________________ Rf HLV RZQ ZLOO: ZLVe, KRO\, ULgKWeRXV, gRRd «.

3 FRU Ze RXUVeOYeV ZeUe RQce fRROLVK, dLVRbedLeQW, Oed aVWUa\, VOaYeV WR YaULRXV SaVVLRQV aQd 
SOeaVXUeV, SaVVLQg RXU da\V LQ PaOLce aQd eQY\, KaWed b\ RWKeUV aQd KaWLQg RQe aQRWKeU. TiWXs 3

³GRd adRSWV XV RXW Rf fUee ORYe, QRW becaXVe RXU cKaUacWeU aQd UecRUd VKRZ XV ZRUWK\ WR beaU KLV 
QaPe, bXW deVSLWe WKe facW WKaW WKe\ VKRZ WKe YeU\ RSSRVLWe.´ J.I. Packer161

IQ ORYe 5 Ke SUedeVWLQed XV fRU adRSWLRQ aV VRQV WKURXgK JeVXV CKULVW, accRUdLQg WR WKe SXUSRVe Rf 
KLV ZLOO, « Ephesians 1

- CRQWe[W: ³eYeU\ VSLULWXaO bOeVVLQg LQ WKe KeaYeQO\ SOaceV´ ZLWK ZKLcK WKe FaWKeU ³bOeVVed 

XV LQ CKULVW.´

- TKLV LV cRQQecWed ZLWK ____________________: VaOYaWLRQ LV adRSWLRQ aV ___________.

- IW LV accRUdLQg WR HLV ZLOO, & HLV ____________________. We aUe WKe SaVVLYe 

____________________.

³AdRSWLRQ SUeVeQWV WKe QeZ cUeaWXUe LQ KLV QeZ UeOaWLRQV- KLV QeZ UeOaWLRQV eQWeUed XSRQ ZLWK a 
cRQgeQLaO KeaUW, aQd KLV QeZ OLfe deYeORSLQg LQ a cRQgeQLaO KRPe, aQd VXUURXQded ZLWK WKRVe 
UeOaWLRQV ZKLcK fRVWeU LWV gURZWK aQd cURZQ LW ZLWK bOeVVedQeVV.´ A.A. Hodge162

³All Whose Zho are jXsWified´
29 FRU WKRVe ZKRP Ke fRUeNQeZ Ke aOVR SUedeVWLQed WR be cRQfRUPed WR WKe LPage Rf KLV SRQ, LQ 
RUdeU WKaW Ke PLgKW be WKe fLUVWbRUQ aPRQg PaQ\ bURWKeUV. 30 AQd WKRVe ZKRP Ke SUedeVWLQed Ke 
aOVR caOOed, aQd WKRVe ZKRP Ke caOOed Ke aOVR MXVWLfLed, aQd WKRVe ZKRP Ke MXVWLfLed Ke aOVR 
gORULfLed. Romans 8

- AdRSWLRQ SUeVXSSRVeV __________________________. 

- AOO ZKR aUe ___________________ aUe ____________________.

- AOO ZKR aUe _________________ KaYe beeQ ______________________.

- AdXOW adRSWLRQ LQ RRPaQ EPSLUe: SaLd Rff aOO WKe adRSWee¶V ________________.

- TKe FaWKeU _____________________ aOO Rf RXU debWV WKURXgK WKe ZRUN Rf CKULVW.

161 PacNeU, SS. 215.
162 HRdge, SS. 192.



TR GORULf\ aQd EQMR\ GRd

85 _ P a g e T K e  W e V W P L Q V W e U  S W a Q d a U d V

- We KaYe _______________ feaU, WKe feaU Rf VRQV, QRW WKe feaU Rf ________________. We 

UeVSecW WKe FaWKeU.

³JXVWLfLcaWLRQ LV WKe SULPaU\ bOeVVLQg, becaXVe LW PeeWV RXU SULPaU\ VSLULWXaO Qeed.´ J.I. Packer163

³Led b\ Whe SpiriW of AdopWion´
13 FRU Lf \RX OLYe accRUdLQg WR WKe fOeVK \RX ZLOO dLe, bXW Lf b\ WKe SSLULW \RX SXW WR deaWK WKe deedV 
Rf WKe bRd\, \RX ZLOO OLYe. 14 FRU aOO ZKR aUe Oed b\ WKe SSLULW Rf GRd aUe VRQV Rf GRd. 15 FRU \RX 
dLd QRW UeceLYe WKe VSLULW Rf VOaYeU\ WR faOO bacN LQWR feaU, bXW \RX KaYe UeceLYed WKe SSLULW Rf 
adRSWLRQ aV VRQV, b\ ZKRP Ze cU\, ³Abba! FaWKeU!´ 16 TKe SSLULW KLPVeOf beaUV ZLWQeVV ZLWK RXU 
VSLULW WKaW Ze aUe cKLOdUeQ Rf GRd, 17 aQd Lf cKLOdUeQ, WKeQ KeLUV²KeLUV Rf GRd aQd feOORZ KeLUV 
ZLWK CKULVW, SURYLded Ze VXffeU ZLWK KLP LQ RUdeU WKaW Ze Pa\ aOVR be gORULfLed ZLWK KLP. 
Romans 8

- UQLWed WR CKULVW, WKLV cKaQge LQ VWaWXV LV accRPSaQLed b\ WKe gLfW Rf WKe ______________.

- PaXO LV addUeVVLQg WKe LVVXe Rf ________________________ RU KRZ Ze OLYe a CKULVWLaQV.

- SRQV Rf GRd aUe Oed b\ WKe ______________. SaQcWLfLcaWLRQ RccXUV LQ WKe cRQWe[W Rf 

_______________________.

- OXU RbedLeQce WaNeV RQ WKe PLQdVeW Rf a faLWKfXO, ORYLQg ____________ LQVWead Rf a VOaYe.

- IW LV becaXVe Rf WKe ZRUN Rf WKe SSLULW WKaW Ze cU\ RXW ³Abba!´ RU ³________________!´

- PUa\eU LV a bOeVVLQg Rf adRSWLRQ. OXU FaWKeU SURPLVeV WR ________________ WR XV.

- BecaXVe Ze cRPe WR RXU FaWKeU, Ze aUe abOe WR cRPe ZLWK ______________________.

- TKUX ____________ Ze ³aUe SLWLed, SURWecWed, SURYLded fRU´ LQ accRUdaQce ZLWK HLV ZLOO.

- TKe SSLUW beaUV ______________________ WR XV WKaW Ze KaYe beeQ adRSWed b\ GRd.

- TKe SSLULW LV, LQ SaUW, WKe ____________________________ RU deSRVLW RQ RXU LQKeULWaQce. 

³TR WKRVe ZKR aUe CKULVW¶V, WKe KRO\ GRd LV a ORYLQg FaWKeU; WKe\ beORQg WR KLV faPLO\; WKe\ Pa\ 
aSSURacK KLP ZLWKRXW feaU aQd aOZa\V be VXUe Rf KLV faWKeUO\ cRQceUQ aQd caUe.´ J.I. Packer164

³ChasWened bXW noW casW off´
5 AQd KaYe \RX fRUgRWWeQ WKe e[KRUWaWLRQ WKaW addUeVVeV \RX aV VRQV?
³M\ VRQ, dR QRW UegaUd OLgKWO\ WKe dLVcLSOLQe Rf WKe LRUd,
    QRU be ZeaU\ ZKeQ UeSURYed b\ KLP.
6 FRU WKe LRUd dLVcLSOLQeV WKe RQe Ke ORYeV,
    aQd cKaVWLVeV eYeU\ VRQ ZKRP Ke UeceLYeV.´
7 IW LV fRU dLVcLSOLQe WKaW \RX KaYe WR eQdXUe. GRd LV WUeaWLQg \RX aV VRQV. FRU ZKaW VRQ LV WKeUe 
ZKRP KLV faWKeU dReV QRW dLVcLSOLQe? 8 If \RX aUe OefW ZLWKRXW dLVcLSOLQe, LQ ZKLcK aOO KaYe 

163 PacNeU, SS. 206.
164 PacNeU, SS. 203.
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SaUWLcLSaWed, WKeQ \RX aUe LOOegLWLPaWe cKLOdUeQ aQd QRW VRQV. 9 BeVLdeV WKLV, Ze KaYe Kad eaUWKO\ 
faWKeUV ZKR dLVcLSOLQed XV aQd Ze UeVSecWed WKeP. SKaOO Ze QRW PXcK PRUe be VXbMecW WR WKe 
FaWKeU Rf VSLULWV aQd OLYe? 10 FRU WKe\ dLVcLSOLQed XV fRU a VKRUW WLPe aV LW VeePed beVW WR WKeP, bXW 
Ke dLVcLSOLQeV XV fRU RXU gRRd, WKaW Ze Pa\ VKaUe KLV KROLQeVV. 11 FRU WKe PRPeQW aOO dLVcLSOLQe 
VeePV SaLQfXO UaWKeU WKaQ SOeaVaQW, bXW OaWeU LW \LeOdV WKe SeacefXO fUXLW Rf ULgKWeRXVQeVV WR WKRVe 
ZKR KaYe beeQ WUaLQed b\ LW. HebreZs 12

- He __________________ AND _____________________.

- TKe aXWKRU Rf _______________ UePLQdV WKeP Rf PURYeUbV. WULWWeQ WR XV aV _________.

- TKe LRUd SURPLVeV WR _______________________ eYeU\RQe He ORYeV & UeceLYeV aV VRQV.

- JeVXV bRUe WKe ZUaWK & SXQLVKPeQW fRU RXU VLQ; ______________ cRQVeTXeQceV aUe gRQe.

- OXU FaWKeU LV cRQceUQed ZLWK RXU ____________________ & _____________________ 

XV WR WKe SRQ.

- He ______________________ XV VR ³we may share in His holiness.´

- We aUe WR ³consider all hardship as discipline´, aV WKe FaWKeU ___________________ XV.

- TKe ___________________ LV cRQdLWLRQaO. SRPe SeRSOe aUeQ¶W WUaLQed b\ dLVcLSOLQe.

- We aUe WePSWed WR WKLQN WKaW GRd KaV caVW XV Rff, WKaW KaUdVKLS LV ___________________.

- TKe FaWKeU PaNeV XV _____________________ ULgKWeRXV, QRW MXVW SRVLWLRQaOO\ ULgKWeRXV.

³FURP WKe RWKeU VLde Ze Vee WKaW GRd, ZKLOe QRW ceaVLQg WR ORYe KLV cKLOdUeQ, LV ZRQdURXVO\ 
aQgU\ WRZaUd WKeP; QRW becaXVe KLV LV dLVSRVed Rf KLPVeOf WR KaWe WKeP, bXW becaXVe Ke ZRXOd 
fULgKWeQ WKeP b\ WKe feeOLQg Rf KLV ZUaWK LQ RUdeU WR KXPbOe WKeLU fOeVKO\ SULde, VKaNe Rff WKeLU 
VOXggLVKQeVV, aQd aURXVe WKeP WR UeSeQWaQce.´ John CalYin165

³He LV WRWaOO\ cRPPLWWed WR RXU ZeOO-beLQg aQd WKe SUeVeUYLQg Rf KLV cKLOdUeQ. We Pa\ dLVSOeaVe 
KLP, bXW RQce Ze aUe ZeOcRPed LQWR KLV faPLO\, Ze aUe WUXO\ KLV VRQV aQd daXgKWeUV, aQd WKeUe LV 
QR PRUe ZaU.´ R.C. SproXl166

³BXW WKe gUeaWeVW abXVe \RX caQ gLYe a cKLOd LV WR OeW KLP dR ZKaWeYeU Ke ZaQWV ZLWKRXW aQ\ 
cRUUecWLRQ, cKaVWeQLQg, RU dLVcLSOLQe. .. TKLV LV RQe Rf WKe PRVW LPSRUWaQW dLVWLQcWLRQV LQ WKeRORg\, 
WKe dLVWLQcWLRQ beWZeeQ WKe cRUUecWLYe ZUaWK Rf GRd aQd SXQLWLYe ZUaWK Rf GRd.´ R.C. SproXl167

³The ResponsibiliWies of Sons´
EYeU\RQe ZKR beOLeYeV WKaW JeVXV LV WKe CKULVW KaV beeQ bRUQ Rf GRd, aQd eYeU\RQe ZKR ORYeV 
WKe FaWKeU ORYeV ZKReYeU KaV beeQ bRUQ Rf KLP. 2 B\ WKLV Ze NQRZ WKaW Ze ORYe WKe cKLOdUeQ Rf 
GRd, ZKeQ Ze ORYe GRd aQd Rbe\ KLV cRPPaQdPeQWV. 3 FRU WKLV LV WKe ORYe Rf GRd, WKaW Ze NeeS 
KLV cRPPaQdPeQWV. AQd KLV cRPPaQdPeQWV aUe QRW bXUdeQVRPe. 1 John 5

- We aUe QRW adRSWed b\ GRd Lf Ze dR QRW __________________ JeVXV LV WKe MeVVLaK.

165 CaOYLQ, III, II, 12 (SS. 557)
166 SSURXO, VRO. 2, SS. 68.
167 SSURXO, VRO. 2, SS. 73.
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- We VKRXOdQ¶W WKLQN Ze aUe adRSWed b\ GRd Lf Ze dRQ¶W ____________ GRd HLPVeOf.

- We VKRXOdQ¶W WKLQN Ze aUe adRSWed Lf Ze dRQ¶W ORYe HLV RWKeU adRSWed ______________.

- LRYe LV PaQLfeVWed RU UeYeaOed b\ ____________________ WR HLV cRPPaQdPeQWV.

- HLV cRPPaQdPeQWV aUeQ¶W _____________________ becaXVe WKe\ aUe WKe e[SUeVVLRQ Rf 

HLV ____________.

- HLV cRPPaQdPeQWV aUe QRW bXUdeQVRPe becaXVe Ze _____________ HLP aQd ZaQW WR 

__________________ HLP.

- We dRQ¶W Rbe\ SeUfecWO\ becaXVe Ze KaYe QRW beeQ ________________ & VWUXggOe ZLWK 

______________ deVLUeV.

³AdRSWLRQ SXWV OaZ-NeeSLQg RQ a QeZ fRRWLQg: aV cKLOdUeQ Rf GRd, Ze acNQRZOedge WKe OaZ¶V 
aXWKRULW\ aV a UXOe fRU RXU OLYeV, becaXVe Ze NQRZ WKaW WKLV LV ZKaW RXU FaWKeU ZaQWV.´ J.I. 
Packer168

HRZ dReV WKe dRcWULQe Rf adRSWLRQ KeOS \RX WR gORULf\ aQd eQMR\ GRd fRUeYeU?

ConclXsion:

168 PacNeU, SS. 223.


