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LESSON 2: THE THEOLOGICAL CONTEXT OF THE CONFESSION

InWro: 

BIG IDEA: TKe SWaQdaUdV VeeN GRd¶V ________ aQd RXU _______ LQ HLP.

The SWandards are a ProWesWanW Confession

- Ke\ IVVXeV: ___________ (KRZ Ze aUe VaYed) & _________ (ZKaW¶V RXU fLQaO aXWKRULW\).

- The Council of Trent (1563) ZaV WKe RRPaQ CaWKROLc ___________ WR WKe PURWeVWaQWV.

 
³BXW Lf aQ\ RQe UeceLYe QRW, aV VacUed aQd caQRQLcaO, WKe VaLd bRRNV eQWLUe ZLWK aOO WKeLU SaUWV, aV 
WKe\ KaYe beeQ XVed WR be Uead LQ WKe CaWKROLc CKXUcK, aQd aV WKe\ aUe cRQWaLQed LQ WKe ROd LaWLQ 
YXOgaWe edLWLRQ; aQd NQRZLQgO\ aQd deOLbeUaWeO\ cRQdePQ WKe WUadLWLRQV afRUeVaLd; OeW KLP be 
aQaWKePa.´ FRXUWK SeVVLRQ (ASULO 8, 1546), Decree Concerning the Canonical Scriptures3

³« ZUeVWLQg WKe VacUed ScULSWXUe WR KLV RZQ VeQVeV, SUeVXPe WR LQWeUSUeW VaLd VacUed ScULSWXUe 
cRQWUaU\ WR WKaW VeQVe ZKLcK KRO\ PRWKeU CKXUcK, - ZKRVe LW LV WR MXdge Rf WKe WUXe VeQVe aQd 
LQWeUSUeWaWLRQ Rf WKe KRO\ ScULSWXUeV,- KaWK KeOd aQd dReWK KROd; RU eYeQ cRQWUaU\ WR WKe 
XQaQLPRXV cRQVeQW Rf WKe FaWKeUV «´ Decree Concerning the Edition, and the Use, of the Sacred 
Books4

³« RU Lf Ke deQLeV WKaW VaLd PeULW Rf JeVXV CKULVW LV aSSOLed, bRWK WR adXOWV aQd WR LQfaQWV, b\ WKe 
VacUaPeQW Rf baSWLVP ULgKWO\ adPLQLVWeUed LQ WKe fRUP Rf WKe CKXUcK; OeW KLP be aQaWKePa: « If 
aQ\RQe deQLeV, WKaW b\ WKe gUace Rf RXU LRUd JeVXV CKULVW, ZKLcK LV cRQfeUUed LQ baSWLVP, WKe gXLOW 
Rf RULgLQaO VLQ LV UePLWWed « OeW KLP be aQaWKePa.´ Decree Concerning Original Sin5

³JXVWLfLcaWLRQ LWVeOf, ZKLcK LV QRW UePLVVLRQ Rf VLQV PeUeO\, bXW aOVR WKe VaQcWLfLcaWLRQ aQd UeQeZaO 
Rf WKe LQZaUd PaQ, WKURXgK WKe YROXQWaU\ UeceSWLRQ Rf WKe gUace aQd Rf WKe gLfWV, ZKeUeb\ PaQ Rf 
XQMXVW becRPeV MXVW«´6

³« QR RQe caQ NQRZ ZLWK a ceUWaLQW\ Rf faLWK, ZKLcK caQ QRW be VXbMecW WR eUURU, WKaW Ke KaV 
RbWaLQed WKe gUace Rf GRd. « faLWK cR-RSeUaWLQg ZLWK gRRd ZRUNV, LQcUeaVe LQ WKaW MXVWLce ZKLcK 
WKe\ KaYe UeceLYed WKURXgK WKe gUace Rf CKULVW, aQd aUe VWLOO fXUWKeU MXVWLfLed´
³AV UegaUdV WKRVe ZKR, b\ VLQ, KaYe faOOeQ fURP WKe UeceLYed gUace Rf JXVWLfLcaWLRQ, WKe\ Pa\ be 
agaLQ MXVWLfLed, ZKeQ, GRd e[cLWLQg WKeP, WKURXgK WKe VacUaPeQW Rf PeQaQce WKe\ VKaOO KaYe 
aWWaLQed WR WKe UecRYeU\, b\ WKe PeULW Rf CKULVW, Rf WKe gUace ORVW: fRU WKLV PaQQeU Rf JXVWLfLcaWLRQ 
LV Rf WKe faOOeQ WKe UeSaUaWLRQ: ZKLcK WKe KRO\ FaWKeUV KaYe aSWO\ caOOed a VecRQd SOaQN afWeU WKe 
VKLSZUecN Rf gUace LV ORVW.´7 SL[WK SeVVLRQ (JaQXaU\ 13, 1547), Decree on Justification

The SWandards are a Reformed Confession
- TKe\ VWaQd LQ WKe __________ WKeRORgLcaO WUadLWLRQ begXQ WKeUe b\ __________.

3 ScKaff, PKLOLS. TKe CUeedV Rf CKULVWeQdRP. GUaQd RaSLdV, BaNeU BRRNV. 1983. VRO. II, SS. 82.
4 IbLd. SS. 83.
5 IbLd. SS. 86-87.
6 IbLd. SS. 94.
7 IbLd. SS. 104-105.
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- TKaW WUadLWLRQ SURdXced 1VW & 2Qd Helvetic Confessions (1536, 1566), WKe Heidelberg 

Catechism (1563) aQd WKe Belgic Confession (1561).

- IW aOVR UefOecWV WKe UeVSRQVe WR WKe ___________ AUWLcOeV (1610) e[SUeVVed LQ WKe Canons 

of the Synod of Dort (1619).

³TKaW, agUeeabO\ WKeUeWR, JeVXV CKULVW, WKe SaYLRU Rf WKe ZRUOd, dLed fRU aOO PeQ aQd fRU eYeU\ 
PaQ, WKaW Ke KaV RbWaLQed fRU WKeP aOO, b\ KLV deaWK RQ WKe cURVV, UedePSWLRQ aQd WKe fRUgLYeQeVV 
Rf VLQV¶ \eW WKaW QR RQe acWXaOO\ eQMR\V WKLV fRUgLYeQeVV Rf VLQV e[ceSW WKe beOLeYeU «´ The Five 
Arminian Articles, AUWLcOe II8

- TKe\ cRQVcLRXVO\ UeMecW WKe eUURUV Rf WKe RadLcaO RefRUPaWLRQ, WKe ______________.

- TKe AQabaSWLVWV __________ WRUd fURP SSLULW; SURSKeVLeV cRXOd __________ ScULSWXUe.

- TKe\ WRRN RYeU __________ LQ FebUXaU\ 1534. TKe\ KeOd WR cRPPXQaO OLYLQg; 

UedLVWULbXWLRQ Rf _________.

- TKe\ Kad UeMecWed __________ baSWLVP. TKeUe ZeUe fUeTXeQWO\ ____________.

- AUPLeV fURP __________ aQd ____________ cLWLeV KeOSed WKe BLVKRS UeWaNe WKe cLW\.

- OQ EaVWeU 1534 WKe VLege begaQ aQd WKeLU OeadeU JaQ __________, ZaV NLOOed LQ baWWOe.

- JRKQ Rf LeLdeQ ZaV UecRgQL]ed aV KLV UeOLgLRXV & SROLWLcaO VXcceVVRU.

- He OegaOL]ed ___________, aQd Kad _____ ZLYeV. 

- JXQe 24, 1535: WKe cLW\ feOO afWeU a \eaU Rf QeaU VWaUYaWLRQ aQd cRQfOLcW.

WSC QXesWion 1: WhaW is Whe chief end of man?
AnsZer: MaQ'V cKLef eQd LV WR gORULf\ GRd, aQd WR eQMR\ KLP fRUeYeU.
WLC Q. 1: WKaW LV WKe cKLef aQd KLgKeVW eQd Rf PaQ?
A: MaQ¶V cKLef aQd KLgKeVW eQd LV WR gORULf\ GRd, aQd fXOO\ WR eQMR\ KLP fRUeYeU.

- OXU cKLef eQd LV UeOaWed WR GRd. We aUe WR OLYe a GRd-ceQWeUed & RUdeUed OLfe.
- We aUe QRW WR OLYe a PaQ-ceQWeUed & RUdeUed OLfe. 
- TKe CRQfeVVLRQ, fROORZLQg ScULSWXUe, ZaQWV WR KeOS XV gORULf\ GRd, QRW RXUVeOYeV.
- TKe CRQfeVVLRQ, fROORZLQg ScULSWXUe, ZaQWV WR KeOS XV fLQd MR\ LQ GRd PRVW Rf aOO.
- We caQ aOVR fLQd MR\ LQ GRd WKUX aOO WKLQgV UePePbeULQg WKeP aV fURP HLV KaQd.
- GRd ZLOO gaLQ gORU\ LQ eacK SeUVRQ WKUX VaOYaWLRQ RU MXdgPeQW. Ma\ QRW eQMR\ LW!

Glorif\ God
OT: kabod- gORU\, KRQRU, VSOeQdRU, dLgQLW\, UeSXWaWLRQ
FURP WKe URRW kabed- WR be KeaY\, gULeYRXV, KaUd, ULcK, KRQRUabOe, gORULRXV
FLgXUaWLYeO\ LW LV WKe ³ZeLgKW\´ SeUVRQ LQ VRcLeW\ ZKR LV KRQRUabOe, LPSUeVVLYe, ZRUWK\ Rf 
UeVSecW.
NT: doxa- RSLQLRQ, eVWLPaWe, VSOeQdRU, bULgKWQeVV, PagQLfLceQce, e[ceOOeQce, dLgQLW\, PaMeVW\

8 SKaff. VRO. III, SS. 546.



TR GORULf\ aQd EQMR\ GRd

8 _ P a g e T K e  W e V W P L Q V W e U  S W a Q d a U d V

GRd LV gUeaW, fXOO Rf dLgQLW\, VSOeQdRU. We gORULf\ GRd ZKeQ Ze UecRgQL]e HLV gUeaWQeVV, decOaUe 
HLV gUeaWQeVV, aQd acW LQ OLgKW Rf HLV gUeaWQeVV.

31 SR, ZKeWKeU \RX eaW RU dULQN, RU ZKaWeYeU \RX dR, dR aOO WR WKe gORU\ Rf GRd. 1 CorinWhians 10

- SeeNLQg HLV gORU\ LV QRW OLPLWed WR SXbOLc RU SULYaWe __________.

- DR \RXU ______ WR WKe gORU\ Rf GRd.

- ________ \RXU VSRXVe (SaUeQWV, NLdV, QeLgKbRU, fULeQdV, eQePLeV) WR WKe gORU\ Rf GRd.

- EQMR\ aOO GRd¶V gRRd _______ WR WKe gORU\ Rf GRd.

Enjo\ Him ForeYer

- EQMR\ LV WR fLQd ___________ LQ. 

- IW LV a SaUW Rf WKe RefRUPed KeULWage, e[SUeVVed LQ CaOYLQ, OZeQ, BXUURXgKV, EdZaUdV.

11 AQd \RX VKaOO UeMRLce LQ aOO WKe gRRd WKaW WKe LORD \RXU GRd KaV gLYeQ WR \RX aQd WR \RXU 
KRXVe, \RX, aQd WKe LeYLWe, aQd WKe VRMRXUQeU ZKR LV aPRQg \RX. DeXWeronom\ 26

- HeUe WKe fRcXV LV e[SUeVVLQg ___________ WR GRd fRU SURYLdLQg WKe fLUVWfUXLWV.

- We dRQ¶W VWRS ZLWK WKe gRRd WKLQgV Ze UeceLYe, bXW UePePbeU WKe\ aUe fURP ______.

11 YRX PaNe NQRZQ WR Pe WKe SaWK Rf OLfe;
    LQ \RXU SUeVeQce WKeUe LV fXOOQeVV Rf MR\;
    aW \RXU ULgKW KaQd aUe SOeaVXUeV fRUeYeUPRUe. Psalm 16

- GRd LV QRW a _________ GRd ZKR OLYeV LQ a VKabb\, _________ SOace.

- GRd LV eYeU bOeVVed, fLOOed ZLWK _________ LQ HLPVeOf. 

- EWeUQaO OLfe LV YLeZed KeUe aV SaUWaNLQg Rf WKe _____ GRd SURYLdeV WR HLV SeRSOe.

11 Be gOad LQ WKe LORD, aQd UeMRLce, O ULgKWeRXV,
    aQd VKRXW fRU MR\, aOO \RX XSULgKW LQ KeaUW! Psalm 32
4 ReMRLce LQ WKe LRUd aOZa\V; agaLQ I ZLOO Va\, UeMRLce. Philippians 4

- We KaYe a UeVSRQVLbLOLW\ WR _________ cRXQWeUfeLW, _______ MR\V, WR VeeN WKe KLgKeVW MR\.

- JR\ LV QRW RSSRVed WR _____________ LQ KeaUW, KROLQeVV. BXW a PaQLfeVWaWLRQ Rf KROLQeVV.

The ScripWXres join Whem WogeWher.
10 GORU\ LQ KLV KRO\ QaPe;
    OeW WKe KeaUWV Rf WKRVe ZKR VeeN WKe LORD UeMRLce! 1 Chronicles 16
3 GORU\ LQ KLV KRO\ QaPe;
    OeW WKe KeaUWV Rf WKRVe ZKR VeeN WKe LORD UeMRLce! Psalm 105
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- See WKe _______________ cRPPaQdV LQ WKe SaUaOOeOLVP: gORU\ & UeMRLce.

- If Ze gORU\ LQ HLV KRO\ QaPe, Ze ZLOO _______ HLP aQd __________ MR\ LQ HLP.

16 BXW Pa\ aOO ZKR VeeN \RX
    UeMRLce aQd be gOad LQ \RX;
Pa\ WKRVe ZKR ORYe \RXU VaOYaWLRQ
    Va\ cRQWLQXaOO\, ³GUeaW LV WKe LORD!´ Psalm 40

- AgaLQ __________ GRd LV MRLQed ZLWK MR\ & gOadQeVV LQ HLP.

- OXU VaOYaWLRQ LV a __________ RQe, VXcK WKaW Ze gORULf\ HLP LQ RXU MR\.

OrienWaWion: TKe gRaO Rf WKe WeVWPLQVWeU SWaQdaUdV LV WR KeOS XV WR XQdeUVWaQd GRd¶V _______, 
gORULf\ HLP aQd eQMR\ HLP.

Theolog\ From BeloZ: WKeRORg\ dRQe fURP a _________ SeUVSecWLYe. IW LV UaWLRQaOLVWLc aQd 
XVXaOO\ KXPaQ ceQWeUed. FRU SWaQOe\ GUeQ] WKLV becRPeV ³WKe LQWeOOecWXaO UefOecWLRQ RQ WKe faLWK 
Ze VKaUe aV WKe beOLeYLQg cRPPXQLW\ ZLWKLQ a VSecLfLc cXOWXUaO cRQWe[W.´

Theolog\ From AboYe: WKeRORg\ dRQe fURP a __________ SeUVSecWLYe. IW LV faLWK VeeNLQg 
XQdeUVWaQdLQg WKURXgK UeYeOaWLRQ. 

HRZ dReV WKLV KeOS Pe Vee GRd¶V gORU\ VR I ZLOO WUXVW HLP?

HRZ dReV WKLV KeOS Pe SUaLVe & VeUYe GRd?

HRZ dReV WKLV KeOS Pe deOLgKW LQ GRd?

³GRd LV PRVW gORULfLed LQ XV ZKeQ Ze aUe PRVW VaWLVfLed LQ HLP.´ John Piper9

³LRRNLQg bacN (WR KLV OaWe WeeQV), I WKLQN Rf WKaW aV RQe Rf WKe PRVW YaOXabOe LQYeVWPeQWV Rf WLPe 
aQd WKRXgKW I eYeU Pade.´ Sinclair FergXson10

9 FRU fXUWKeU UeadLQg: PLSeU, God is the Gospel; Future Grace; When I Don¶t Desire God; SWRUPV, Pleasures 
Evermore; BXUURXgKV, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment.
10 SKaZ, IQWURdXcWLRQ aQd PUeface (QR SagLQaWLRQ).


