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LESSON 7: GLORIFYING AND ENJOYING THE GOD WHO IS SOVEREIGN (PART 1)

InWro: 

³AV aQ LQfLQLWeO\ LQWeOOLgeQW CUeaWRU aQd SURYLdeQWLaO RXOeU, GRd PXVW KaYe Kad a defLQLWe 
SXUSRVe ZLWK UefeUeQce WR WKe beLQg aQd deVWLQaWLRQ Rf aOO WKaW Ke KaV cUeaWed, cRPSUeKeQdLQg LQ 
RQe aOO-SeUfecW V\VWeP KLV cKLef eQd WKeUeLQ, aQd aOO VXbRUdLQaWe eQdV aQd PeaQV LQ UefeUeQce WR 
WKaW cKLef eQd.´ A.A. Hodge46

³AQ LQWeOOLgeQW beLQg LV RQe ZKR NQRZV aQd MXdgeV, ZKR SXUSRVeV eQdV aQd deYLVeV PeaQV, ZKR 
acWV fURP deVLgQ, cRQceLYeV a SOaQ, aQd WKeQ SURceedV WR e[ecXWe LW.´ RoberW ShaZ47

BIG IDEA: OXU TULXQe GRd LV LQ ______________________ RYeU aOO WKLQgV, bLg & VPaOO.

WSC 7: WhaW are Whe decrees of God?
AnsZer: TKe decUeeV Rf GRd aUe, KLV eWeUQaO SXUSRVe, accRUdLQg WR WKe cRXQVeO Rf KLV ZLOO, 
ZKeUeb\, fRU KLV RZQ gORU\, Ke KaWK fRUeRUdaLQed ZKaWVReYeU cRPeV WR SaVV.
WLC 12: WhaW are Whe decrees of God?
A. GRd¶V decUeeV aUe WKe ZLVe, fUee, aQd KRO\ acWV Rf WKe cRXQVeO Rf KLV ZLOO, ZKeUeb\, fURP aOO 
eWeUQLW\, Ke KaV, fRU KLV RZQ gORU\, XQcKaQgeabO\ fRUeRUdaLQed ZKaWVReYeU cRPeV WR SaVV LQ WLPe, 
eVSecLaOO\ cRQceUQLQg aQgeOV aQd PeQ.

Frame¶s Lordship AWWribXWes:48

GRd¶V ___________ LV YHWH, LORD, aV _____________ b\ HLP WR MRVeV aW WKe bXUQLQg bXVK.  

ConWrol- GRd LV RPQLSRWeQW, _______________ WR dR aOO He ________________ WR dR. 

AXWhoriW\- GRd KaV WKe ³____________________ WR WeOO KLV cUeaWXUeV ZKaW WKe\ PXVW dR.´49 

Presence- GRd LV ___________________ WR HLV SeRSOe aQd LV _____________ WKeP aW aOO WLPeV. 

SoYereign OYer All Things
1. GRd, fURP aOO eWeUQLW\, dLd, b\ WKe PRVW ZLVe aQd KRO\ cRXQVeO Rf KLV RZQ ZLOO, fUeeO\, aQd 
XQcKaQgeabO\ RUdaLQ ZKaWVReYeU cRPeV WR SaVV: \eW VR, aV WKeUeb\ QeLWKeU LV GRd WKe aXWKRU Rf 
VLQ, QRU LV YLROeQce RffeUed WR WKe ZLOO Rf WKe cUeaWXUeV; QRU LV WKe OLbeUW\ RU cRQWLQgeQc\ Rf VecRQd 
caXVeV WaNeQ aZa\, bXW UaWKeU eVWabOLVKed.

- GRd PaNeV HLV SOaQV LQ ___________, RU befRUe WKe ___________ Rf WKe ZRUOd (ESK. 1).

- ³most wise and holy counsel´: UePePbeU HLV ULgKWeRXVQeVV, gRRdQeVV, ________, MXVWLce.

46 HRdge, SS. 64.
47 SKaZ, SS. 43.
48 FUaPe, JRKQ, TKe DRcWULQe Rf GRd. PKLOOLSVbXUg, P&R PXbOLVKLQg. 2002, SS. 21-102.
49 FUaPe, JRKQ, Salvation Belongs to the Lord. PKLOOLSVbXUg, P&R PXbOLVKLQg, 2006, SS. 11.
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- GRd¶V ZLOO LV SeUfecWO\ ____________; QR RQe & QRWKLQg e[WeUQaO WR HLPVeOf 

______________ HLP WR cKRRVe RQe cRXUVe RYeU aQRWKeU.

- We PXVW PaNe a dLVWLQcWLRQ beWZeeQ ____________________ & __________________. 

- He ZRUNV SRVLWLYeO\ WR ______________________ VRPe WKLQgV KaSSeQ. 

- He ________________________ SeUPLWV RWKeU WKLQgV WR KaSSeQ. 

- WK\ dReV WKLV dLVWLQcWLRQ PaWWeU? ³Neither is God the author of sin.´

- GRd dReV QRW PaNe SeRSOe VLQ; SeUPLWV SeRSOe WR VLQ accRUdLQg WR WKeLU ______________.

- GRd cKRRVeV WR ______________ UeVWUaLQLQg gUace aW WLPeV fRU HLV ZLVe & KRO\ SXUSRVeV.

- AQRWKeU LPSRUWaQW _____________: ³nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures´.

- We fUeeO\ ____________________ ZKaW He KaV ________________________.

- GRd dReV QRW acW dLUecWO\ LQ PRVW caVeV, bXW XWLOL]eV ________________________ caXVeV.

³TKe SURbOeP Rf WKe SeUPLVVLRQ Rf VLQ LV WR XV LQVROXbOe, becaXVe XQe[SOaLQed. TKe facW LV 
ceUWaLQ, WKe UeaVRQ be\RQd dLVcRYeU\.´ A.A. Hodge50

³TKe decUee Rf GRd LV eLWKeU effecWLYe RU SeUPLVVLYe. HLV effecWLYe decUee UeVSecWV aOO WKe gRRd 
WKaW cRPeV WR SaVV; KLV SeUPLVVLYe decUee UeVSecWV WKe eYLO WKaW LV LQ VLQfXO acWLRQV.´ RoberW 
ShaZ51

³BXW I caQQRW eYeQ VLQ aSaUW fURP WKe SeUPLVVLYe ZLOO Rf a VRYeUeLgQ GRd. He LV QRW fRUcLQg Pe WR 
VLQ aQd WKeQ KROdLQg Pe accRXQWabOe fRU ZKaW I ZaV fRUced WR dR.´ R.C. SproXl52

33 TKe ORW LV caVW LQWR WKe OaS,
    bXW LWV eYeU\ decLVLRQ LV fURP WKe LORD. ProYerbs 16
21 MaQ\ aUe WKe SOaQV LQ WKe PLQd Rf a PaQ,
    bXW LW LV WKe SXUSRVe Rf WKe LORD WKaW ZLOO VWaQd. ProYerbs 19
TKe NLQg'V KeaUW LV a VWUeaP Rf ZaWeU LQ WKe KaQd Rf WKe LORD;
    Ke WXUQV LW ZKeUeYeU Ke ZLOO. ProYerbs 21

- We Vee a YaULeW\ Rf LVVXeV KeUe LQ PURYeUbV: caVWLQg ORWV, SOaQV, WKe _________________.

- GRd¶V ZLOO aQd SXUSRVe _______________________ LQ aOO Rf WKeVe LQVWaQceV.

7 FRU WKe LORD Rf KRVWV KaV SXUSRVed,
    aQd ZKR ZLOO aQQXO LW?
HLV KaQd LV VWUeWcKed RXW,
    aQd ZKR ZLOO WXUQ LW bacN? Isaiah 14
4 WKR KaV SeUfRUPed aQd dRQe WKLV,
    caOOLQg WKe geQeUaWLRQV fURP WKe begLQQLQg?

50 HRdge, SS. 68.
51 SKaZ, SS. 46.
52 SSURXO, VRO. 1, SS. 78.
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I, WKe LORD, WKe fLUVW,
    aQd ZLWK WKe OaVW; I aP Ke. Isaiah 41
7 I fRUP OLgKW aQd cUeaWe daUNQeVV,
    I PaNe ZeOO-beLQg aQd cUeaWe caOaPLW\,
    I aP WKe LORD, ZKR dReV aOO WKeVe WKLQgV. Isaiah 45

- GRd decOaUeV WKaW QR RQe KaV WKe aXWKRULW\ RU WKe SRZeU WR ________________ HLV SOaQ.

- GRd WaNeV _______________________ fRU aOO WKaW KaV KaSSeQed LQ KLVWRU\. 

- We dRQ¶W beOLeYe LQ ________________________.

29 AUe QRW WZR VSaUURZV VROd fRU a SeQQ\? AQd QRW RQe Rf WKeP ZLOO faOO WR WKe gURXQd aSaUW fURP 
\RXU FaWKeU. 30 BXW eYeQ WKe KaLUV Rf \RXU Kead aUe aOO QXPbeUed. 31 FeaU QRW, WKeUefRUe; \RX aUe Rf 
PRUe YaOXe WKaQ PaQ\ VSaUURZV. MaWWheZ 10

- TKLV LV caOOed _____________________ SURYLdeQce.

20 AV fRU \RX, \RX PeaQW eYLO agaLQVW Pe, bXW GRd PeaQW LW fRU gRRd, WR bULQg LW abRXW WKaW PaQ\ 
SeRSOe VKRXOd be NeSW aOLYe, aV WKe\ aUe WRda\. Genesis 50
28 AQd Ze NQRZ WKaW fRU WKRVe ZKR ORYe GRd aOO WKLQgV ZRUN WRgeWKeU fRU gRRd, fRU WKRVe ZKR aUe 
caOOed accRUdLQg WR KLV SXUSRVe. Romans 8

- TKe dRcWULQe Rf cRQcXUUeQce: GRd & SeRSOe ______________ WKe ____________ acWLRQV.

- GRd¶V ________________________ fRU aOO He cKRRVeV aUe gRRd.

- AcWLRQV aUe __________. GRd caQ eYeQ bULQg ________ WKLQgV fURP YeU\ ______ WKLQgV.

- He SURPLVeV WR ZRUN aOO WKLQgV WRgeWKeU fRU GRd fRU HLV SeRSOe. 

³If GRd LV QRW VRYeUeLgQ RYeU WKe deWaLOV, Ke caQQRW gXaUaQWee KLV SURPLVe WR ZRUN aOO WKLQgV 
WRgeWKeU fRU gRRd, becaXVe RQe WKLQg NeeSV OXUNLQg LQ WKe bacNgURXQd: WKe PaYeULcN PROecXOe.´ 
R.C. SproXl53

2. AOWKRXgK GRd NQRZV ZKaWVReYeU Pa\ RU caQ cRPe WR SaVV XSRQ aOO VXSSRVed cRQdLWLRQV, \eW 
KaV Ke QRW decUeed aQ\WKLQg becaXVe Ke fRUeVaZ LW aV fXWXUe, RU aV WKaW ZKLcK ZRXOd cRPe WR SaVV 
XSRQ VXcK cRQdLWLRQV.

- TKe dLYLQeV QRZ bULQg LQ GRd¶V _________________________. 

- GRd NQRZV aOO SRVVLbOe __________________ aQd cRPbLQaWLRQV Rf ________________. 

- He __________ ZKaW acWXaOO\ ZLOO KaSSeQ becaXVe He ____________ WKaW LW ZLOO KaSSeQ.

- Socinianism (RSeQ WKeLVP): GRd caQ¶W NQRZ RXU fUee ______________ XQWLO WKe\ KaSSeQ. 

53 SSURXO, VRO. 1, SS. 79.
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- Arminianism: GRd _____________ RXU fUee cKRLceV aQd WKeQ ________________ WKeP. 

6 WKaWeYeU WKe LORD SOeaVeV, Ke dReV,
    LQ KeaYeQ aQd RQ eaUWK,
    LQ WKe VeaV aQd aOO deeSV. Psalm 135

HRZ dReV NQRZLQg & beOLeYLQg GRd LV LQ cRQWURO Rf aOO WKe cLUcXPVWaQceV Rf \RXU OLfe KeOS \RX WR 
gORULf\ & eQMR\ HLP?

³JXVW becaXVe \RX caQ¶W Vee RU LPagLQe a gRRd UeaVRQ ZK\ GRd PLgKW aOORZ VRPeWKLQg WR KaSSeQ 
dReVQ¶W PeaQ WKeUe caQ¶W be RQe.´ Tim Keller


